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East Cape’s embattled municipalities owed R32bn

Andisa Bonani continued to lose conditional incidents of cable theft, de- R607,951,000; ness environment, However, assist 300 panel beaters and
bonania@theherald co.za Morc on Paﬂ'c 4 grant funding due to this un- struction of rail and ® Health — R28.139339,000; one of th that con- hani

(=] der-expendinre. vandalism of public infrastrue- @ Sockal development — ributed 1o economic growth He sad it was exclting to see
Thirty-twe-billion rand — that = = This, he said, led 1o funds ture, including schooks and R2833,704,000; and job creation wastheaute-  benefits from investments
is the consolidated amount Bh hO mps lntﬂ being returmed to the national hospitals. ® Public works and infrastruc-  mative sector, which was made in the film industry,
owoed to financially embattled s - revenue fund. “To circumvent all these ture — R2,503,875,000; now transitioning to electronic “At the start of the current fi-
municipalities in the Eastern pmvmcml To this end, the provincial risks and inefficiencies, ween- @ Education — vehicles nancial year, the provincial
Cape by households. business- reserves to ﬁ.“ld Eovernment is set to enhance courage good governance and R4 1,128,250,000; “We can't be left behind. If government injected financial
esand state instiutions. measures 1o assist municipali- transparency, and projects ® Co-operati we don't align ourselves with suppaort to the [Eastern Cape

The figure was revealed by R2bﬂ deﬂcit ties to avert the problem must be completed on time and traditional affairs — the demands of this rransition  Development Corporation] far
finanee MEC Mlungisi Mok through a risk-adjusted strategy.  and within budgets, ifwe are R1.050,501,000; mow, we could see calamity on the flm indwstry, 1o ensure that
during his budget speech “lalso wish to implore us 1o to realise value, @ Rural development and the jobs front.” he said. the creative industry is able to
yesterday, ‘Real issues not addressed’ — opposition pay municipalities for the ser- “Ohr fiscal position remains fan reform — T retain our comparative stimulate economic activity,

He said one of the big chal- wices that they render.” tight, owing to the constrained R2.358,376,000; advantage in the sector, we drive transformation and cre-
lenges faced by the Eastern Melson Mandela Bay is one state of the economy and the @ Economic development, en- should have a clear plan on ate jobs and entrepreneurial
Cape government was that a Cw welcomes R1.8bn rln_g-fhnced for of the municipalities that has resultant budget losses we ex- vironmental affairs and how weare going to imple- opportunities within the
majority of the provinee'’s mu- water sustainability initiative inued to receive qualified I in the recent past,” tourism — R2,000,800,000; ment infrastructure and sup- province.
nicipalities were in financial ty audit outcomes for several con-  he said ® Transport —R5,689887.000;  port projects that are demand- “Also, we did this deliberate-
distress, secutive years, with (15 revenue Mvoke said it was good ® Humin settlements — ed by this evolution, including Iy toanrsct productions so

Myoko was speaking ata collection falling far below its news that the national govern-  R2,535, 202,000 the installation of electric vehi-  they expose the Eastern Cape
virtual legislature sitting, where jections. ment was not implementing ® Provincial treasury = cle charging stations. the as both a film and a tourism
he delivered the province’s support to municipalities was infrastructure delivery is largely At the beginning of this any budget cuts in the R454,989,000; skillset and promotion of re- destination of choice,
2023/2024 budget speech, sec- required to improve their audit  seen at municipalities, againse ‘year, the city's revenue collec- medium-term expenditure ® Sport. jon, arts and bl BY projects. He said the telenovela, Gge-
ond adjustment budget and ourcomes, noting that eight ‘high levels of service delivery tion rate was sitting at a low framewaork. culture — R993,394,000; and “1.am, however, happy that berha: The Empire, was a good
appropriation bill. municipalities had showed an  baclklogs.” Myoko said, 607 4%, far below the targeted This provided some breath- @ Community safety — the engagements on these is- story of progress.

The budget for the improvement in the 2021/2022 “We continue o under- To%. ing spaceand a slight improve- — RI15,179.000, sues have started berween us “It illustranes our great ef-
2023/2024 financial year is financial year, spend on infrastructure grants Of the R15.2bnowed tothe  ment in the provineial fiscus, Myoko said he tabled the and captains of the industry, forts to advance the interests of
R91.6bn, which representsa Heattributed the poor audit — while our roads are dilapidat- metro by residents and busi- he said. budget under subdued eco- business and universities, the youth.
deficit of about R2bn. forcing outcomes to low revenue ing provision of electricity isin -~ nesses, R7.2bn was owed for Allocated funding for gov- nomic times that were charac- through our entity, AIDC East- “It is pleasing to witness
the government to tap into its collection and poor implemen-  crisis mode, and water and san-  water by December last vear. emment departments: terised by an uneven recovery ern Cape.” such good support in the
provincial reserves to fund the tation of cost i itation are at our Muvoko said other threatsto. @ Office of the Premier — which resulted in high levels of An amount of R3m has telenovela,
deficit with an additional MhEASUres. doe o bath the fiscus and develop- RE2083T7 (00 unemployment. a high cost of been set aside for an auto sec- “We must get used to seeing
R2.7bn, Mvolko said further “Our poor performance in As a resulr, the provinee ment were the high numberof @ Provinclal legislatwre — livingand a ined busi- for aftermarket p w  familiar faces on our screens.”
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