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Tauriq Moasa

After officials for the Mpumsalan

g provincial - goverment.
mamcly the MEC lor pulbdic
works and director-general of
public infrastrscturs, fell - nlo
arvear rental the owner of the
property successiilly sued them
for ncre than Rm,

The  regional  magsiraic's
ot oidered the  provincal
government officials o pay with
interest. The government offi
lals appealed but, on Monday,
the Mp High Couri
dismissed the afficlals’ appasl

In 2007 the Mpumalang:
government officials conclsded

PROVINCIAL GOVERMNMENT
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an agreement with a company
wcalled Blue Sky  Investments.
Ehie Sky provided a large space
al office scoormmodation (o st

mujority of the office space. but
not the total. The government
officlals paid anby fow the space
they oocupied and Blee Sky
confitmed § sought payment
oy for the renaining unocen
pied speace,

“Thee regiomal court lownd that
because the govermment offi-
cials conceded they pald only for
the e space, Blue Sky
haad Justified s claim o the
arvear rental for the  unused

speie, The government oflicis
agrecd o pay for the entire

space, noi only what they
occupled, the regional magis-
trate kel

O appeal 1o the Mpumakan

Unoccupied

space:
Officials ware
ardered to
pary smear
rental for
affice space
theey cid not
TECURY.
F12IRF Evganyi
Lastochkin

g High Court. the governmernt
officials relied on a phasing-in
clanse that allowed them fo pay
only for that spece its workers
actually wsed This was doe in
moving and oonsiuction, the

department  claimed.  Further,
they claimed that the mapis-
Trabe's COUTT Was Wi because
e Sky had not provided sufli
cient evidenee o support its
original claims.

However, high count judges
Anna Kgoele and Brian Mashile
were not persuatded. saying on
Monday the argpuments the gov
ernment  officials  advanced
Mokmnders for several reasons”

The court noted the deparn
ment shifted the blame to their
Ewyers

“Thev  belatedly  want 1o
blame the preparation by their
legal representatives” the court
sald The government officials

sabd court papers were prepared
“hastily”

The court criicised the direc
tor-general and MEC for being
“in @ state of amnesia® becase
they had told the magistrares
court they were prepaned Lo o
o trial. The provincial govern-
ment officials n ldgaton were
“cleardy the masters of their own
demise”, In other words, if Blue
Sky's papets were defedive
they wesuldd nod Bave indicatod it
wats ready o go b ral.

The court also  dismissed
thelr clalm that Blue Sky had not
showm  enough evidence  to
justify its claim. . The court noted
N every  interpretation  and

property construed” Blue Sky
had inchuded all e rebevant
documents [ ke s case

The cowt criticised the off
chils bovause they “missed so
many  opporiuni including
this gz b propedy prepare and
prosent  their case” amd  are
rving 0 resuscitate i inoan
appeal”. The court sald the offi
chals’ case “keeps on mudating in
ifferent Formms as ey continue
Lor Bitigate. They canncd, unfortu
nately, be allowed to do that at
the moment”.

The higgh court dismissed the
appeal with costs,

The officials must now pay
the caststanding Rim.
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