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Fight against illegal dumping intensified with new project

Simtembile Mgidi

‘With a plan to clear 7,251 ille-
mmal dumpsites in communities
natiomwide, | fisheries
and environment minister Bar-
bara Creecy launched the de-
partment’s cleaning and green-

Bay deputy mayer Babalwa
Lobishe, Wand 59 councillor
Buletani Matenjwa and other
officials were also in atten-
dance ar 5 BUENL

Of the 512 problemaric sites
identified in the Bay, Creecy
visited 41, where cleanup oper-

effectively tackle plastic wasge
in our own homes.

“As the workd maves to find
meore effective ways to combat
plastic pollution, government
is taking steps to improve mu-
nicipal waste collection, ensure
landfill compliance, and pro-

amonth. The otal budger for
the programme is R900m.

“In preparation for this pro-
gramme, our department had
multiple engagements with the
municipality.” Creecy said.

“We assisted the municipali-
y 1o find the budget to pur-

In parmership with co-op-
erative povernance and tradi-
tional affairs and the National
Treasury, the department
has revised the municipal in-
frastructure grant policy so mu-
nicipalities can purchase fleet
10 improve howsehold collec-

ing programme in Motherwell ations had already started. maote recycling.” chase a specialised fleet for tion and improve landfll
yesterday. “From an environmental Municipalities provided the  waste collection. management.

To ensure the success of the perspective, illegal dumping workers with protective cloth- “We also ensured additional “In the last two years,
project, the department has poses serious risks to livestock, ing and cleaning materials, refuse collection in areas lack- we have spent more than
partnered with all the provin- wetlands, rivers, marine and while the department of ing service delivery. Ri64m o buy 44 waste collec-
chal governments. coastal areas,” Creecy sald. forestry, fisheries and environ- “Toensure sustalnability, tion vehicles and 21 landfill

‘The programme has created “This weekend, SA sends a ment provided a stipend of the initiative includes planting  management waste vehicles
thousands of job opportunities  delegation 1o Kenya to partici- R130a day. trees in the rehabilitated for 58 municipalities,” Creecy
and will be implemented in pate in the UN Enwironment The deanup crew will work  dumping sites. said,
the Buffalo City Metro, Alfred Assembly's negotiations on a through the expanded public “Wie are planting both in- She said that 225,000 trees
Mzo, OR Tambo, Amathaole, legally binding instrument to works programme. digenous trees, in line with the would be planted throughout
‘Chris Hani, Sarah Baantman, prevent plastic pollution. Each participant is em- water scarcity of the country, the country during the finan-
Joe Gaabi district and the Nel- “Our participation in this ployed fior 12 months and will — and fruit rees (o contribute to-  cial year, with 3,000 commitred
son Mandela Bay metro, event means we have a duty to  work for a minimum of 20 days  wards food security” for the Bay.
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