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The KZN Department of Public Work's
course on furniture manufacturing not
only creates employment, but its new fur-
niture-making plant will enable the govern-
ment to save millions on furniture procure-
ment.

Speaking at the graduation of students
from the department’s 12-month furniture
manufacturing training course, KwaZu-
lu-Natal Public Works MEC Sipho “KK”
Nkosi said the course was proof that the
provincial government is committed to em-
powering the province’s youth.

Nkosi said apart from being able to gen-
erate an income for themselves and their

families, the graduates will also be able to
create work opportunities for other unem-
ployed youth.

“The KwaZulu-Natal Department of
Public Works mobilised stakeholders to be
involved in ensuring that the participants
of the programme realised sustainable live-
lihoods beyond their participation in this
programme,” Nkosi said.

The course was part of the depart-
ment’s Expanded Public Works Programme
(EPWP). Departments and entities who
provided support in the training of the
EPWP students included the KZN Depart-
ment of Economic Development, Tourism
and Environment, the National Youth De-
velopment Agency, the Small Enterprise

KZN Public Works MEC Sipho ‘KK’ Nkosi (left) hands a certificate to one of the student who successfully completed the department’s
Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP) furniture manufacturing course. PHOTO: SUPPLIED
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Financial Agency and the Department of
Trade and Industry.

The KZN government has been spending
millions on the procurement of furniture
from the private sector. The department,
which has established a furniture manufac-
turing plant, will now be able to produce the
furniture required by provincial department
and other government entities in KZN.

“The province, through the Department
of Education, will recycle old and broken
school furniture using the EPWP partici-
pants to create work opportunities,” Nkosi
said.

The department has already registered
the graduates as part of a co-operative.
-clive.ndou@witness.co.za

Page 1 of 1

www.meltwater.com/za | Cape Town: +27 21 838 5100 | Johannesburg: +27 11 028 2172 | Copyright © Meltwater News (Pty) Ltd.



https://www.meltwater.com/za

	Witness 2023-12-12



