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The roof at Makoko Primary was
blown away after a storm years
ago and has not yet been fixed.
Photo by Bulelwa Ginindza

Damaged school a huge concernt

programme to improve
school infrastructure.
“Contractors  have

By BULELWA GININDZA

and NTEBATSE MASIPA

PARENTS at Makoko Primary
School in Mpumalanga want the De-
partment of Education to fix the
school.

Thisaftertheroof wasblownaway
by a storm in 2019, leaving the win-
dows and doors also damaged.

They claimed that nothing had
been done since then, except provid-
ing temporary classrooms.

School Governing Body chairman
Fanani Ngwenyama told Daily Sun
they wanted a permanent structure.

“We know half a loaf bread is bet-
ter than none. But since thisisan old
school, we would be glad if they build
a new one or fix the damaged class-
rooms,” he said.

The school currently has over 300
pupils, with only three classrooms in
good condition.

Ngwenyama said they wanted to
do away with mobile classrooms.

“We are afraid we might put our
children in danger if we use the
cracking classes,” he said.

Parent Colani Sifunda said the de-
partmenthad not been responding to
their call since 2019.

“Nothing has been done except
bringing mobile classrooms. We are
concerned because thenumber of pu-
pils increases every year,” he said.

Mpumalanga education spokes-
man Jasper Zwane said the depart-
ment, in collaboration with the De-
partment of Public Works, Roads
and Transport, was accelerating a

been appointed and are
onsitetofix some of the schools dam-
aged by storms. The department has
placed orders for 152 mobile class-
rooms that will be distributed to
some schools. They are expected to
be delivered by the end of January,”
he said.

In Gauteng, Education MEC Ma-
tome Chiloane said the new applica-
tion system was working. This de-
spite the high number of frustrated
parents seeking placement.

Some said they had done all they
could but were sad their children
wouldnot joinothersonthefirst day.

However, Chiloane said less than
2000 kids were unplaced and did not
say when they would be. He said the
department was ready for the re-
opening on today, 11 January.
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