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MPLs seek clari

ty on liability for

damage, losses at state-owned homes

Stevenson says this was the
responsibility of the public works
department

VUYOLWETHU SANGOTSHA

Eastern Cape MPLs have voiced concern that
the state is not liable for damage or losses in-
curred at their state-owned residences, ques-
tioning who would be liable in the event ofa
breal-in.

The issue came under the spotlight during a
recent presentation by provincial legislature
deputy speaker Mlibo Qoboshiyane on the
“MPL handbook and guide to support for
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1 know in some houses now there
are securities [guards), but there
is a serious issue when it comes
to safety and security in those
houses

“Not unless in whatever dotted line there’s
something that says we, as members, have a
duty to provide our own security in those
houses we are allocated.”

ANC MPL Virginia Camealio-Benjamin
said: “When it comes to accommodation and
facilities of members, I don't even know

presiding officers”. where to start.
“The state shall not be liable for any dam- “The machines are broken and the curtains
age or loss of personal effects in a state- have not been washed.

owned residence regardless of whether the
accommodation is occupied or not,”
Qoboshiyane said in his presentation.

MPLs said they should not be held account-
able for damage caused during burglaries be-
cause the state provided security.

Reacting to the presentation in the legisla-
ture, ANC chief whip Loyiso Magqashela
said: “My issue was on the break-in, when
there is a break-in in your house, it [the pre-

“I'm there for five years. Two doors are not
working — both front and back doors —and
I can continue [listing problems].

“I have reported it ...  don’t know [on] how
many platforms.

“So, there's a lack and a gap, that's what I
want to bring to the attention, of the facilities
and the accommodations of members when
it comes to them being able to stay in a place
which you would want to stay as if you

sentation] says the state is not liable. ~ EH R T8 E L ———— - s would stay in a home.

“I wanted to know what is the basis for the 28 = —_—————————— - = “I'm not even talking about other things,
state not to be liable yet that house is state  CLARIFICATION: Deputy speaker of the Eastern Cape legislature Mlibo Qoboshiyane told MPLs that I'm talking about the very serious things ...
property and it is the state that has to provide  the government shall not be liable for any damage or loss of personal effects in a state-owned the break-ins ... it's becoming more within
security? residences. Picture EUGENE COETZEE Some areas.

“I know in some houses now there are se-
curities [guards], but there is a serious issue
when it comes to safety and security in those
houses.”

DA MPL Bobby Stevenson told the Dis-
patch on Wednesday that MPLs could not be
held liable for damages to property as a result
of burglaries.

Stevenson said this was the responsibility
of the public works department.

“MPLs should have insurance for their per-
sonal goods, as is the norm,” he said.

“If it can be shown that there is some negli-
gence by the department of public works
then members would have a claim against
them.”

The DA MPLs were not happy with the
state of security at members’ Bhisho resi-
dences. Stevenson said they were frequently
broken into and their belongings were not
safe.

“Recently, my kettle was stolen out my
house in the ministerial complex,” he said.

“Sadly, this is the reality of the high crime
rate in SA where people don't just lose kettles
but their lives.”

EFF MPL Simthembile Madikizela said
public works had to do more to ensure the
residences were protected.

“There have been burglaries in most of
them, soit's a very serious issue,” he said.

“But we can't expect MPLs to be responsi-
ble for those properties because no MPL
would invite burglary ... it is an unexpected
thing.”

Madikizela said many state-owned homes
were in poor condition, “The property is
leased by public works to MPLs but it still re-
mains the property of public works ... they
have a responsibility to ensure that the prop-
erty’s security is tight and also is main-
tained.”

He said public works should insure the
properties because some had become inhab-
itable after being damaged. “It must be the
entire responsibility of the department.”

MPLs were told that the public works de-
partment would be in a position to shed
more light on the accommodation arrange-
ments.

Provincial ~ legislature  spokesperson
Lwandile Sicwetsha referred the Dispatch to
the public works department.

Public worlks spokesperson Nomvula Mqo-
la had not responded to the questions by the
time of publication.

Page 1 of 1




www.meltwater.com/za | Cape Town: +27 21 838 5100 | Johannesburg: +27 11 028 2172 | Copyright © Meltwater News (Pty) Ltd.


https://www.meltwater.com/za

	Saturday Dispatch 2023-12-09



