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® The National Treasury has drafied a raft of
proposals to drastically reduce the number
of government. depariments and entities 1
cul spending.

The aim is the closure or menging of de-
partments and entitles that serve a similar
mangate or are unlikely o fulfil thelr man
dates.

The Sunday Times understands that the
proposals were prepared for a secred il
at Spier Wine Farm in Stellenbosch, Presid
ent Cyril Ramaphosa met finance minister
Fnoch Godongwana, Treasury officials and
top afficials from the Reserve Bank amid the
fovernment's scrambles to curb Itz spending
as natlonal debt hits R4.7-trilllon,

The proposals. if accepted, could save the
bout RIThn in the mediom-term

proposals are said to be unpunu].lr“llh the
Bovernment and (e governing ANC.

The head of the ANC subcommittes on
cconamic transformation and minister of
human settlements Mmamoloko Kubay| said
she could nol comment 1 Was ok par
of the discussions. The Treasury also de
clined o comment.

The reconfiguration of stafe was
maoided by Ramaphosa in his uma Mina®
maiden state of the natton address in Febru-
ary 2018, when he sald: “We will therefore
initiatea process o review the configuration,
number and size of national government de
partments” o ensure that *the structure and
size of the state s optimally suited o meet
the needs of the people and ensure the mast
efficlent allocation of public resources”.

The Sunday Times ean reveal that the
Treasury has heen working on proposats for
i reconfiguration - a move with far-reaching
implications il adopted, Ameng them is the
proposal o close the department of sports,
arts & culture and incorporate it in the de
partment of basic education at national and

Mergers, redundancies
on cards alter meeting
on state spending cuts

Finance
minister
Enoch
Godongwana.

the state more than B700m in the MTEF,

There is also a proposal o chose the de-
partment of public works & infrastructure,
leaving departments o age their own
buildings and assct regisiries.

i King of the dey
of tourism with trade, industry & competi
tion, as they serve r mandates, wiuld
bring an envisioned saving of about Ribn,
The department of women, vouth & persons
with disahilities is proposed o be furned in-
to divisions in the Presidency o department
of social development (DSD) as there is o
J\Nlhc i for it 1o be a full department.

The same is proposed for the dipartment
of planning, monitoring & evaluation, which
ks sald to be without a clear mandate and
could be merged with either the Presidency
o the department of public service & ad
ministration (FSA)

L is understood Government Communic
ations & Information Services (GOIS) would
becoane a division in the Presidency.

Al least RL4bn would be saved by the

According to insiders, there was also a)
view that the department of public enter-§

The department of small |>uslue&< devel
opment should become a division in thes
iTIC, |l|l|I1UII|I| Tully \mplumn

ST g

ties that uauLd be Jmmtd or closed;
include the Road Traffic Management Cor-
poration, which would go to the department
of ransport, saving about R700m.

The government
proposing merging Brand SA, Sq
Tourist, Trade Investment SA. Exp 2
keting and Investment Assistance and the)
department of international relations & oo
operation’s foreign marketing programme o}
establish a new entity, This would mean af
passitle saving of about R3ba,
AL beast RTO0m could be saved by estab-|
Hshibang a single humvan rights body that could?
Rouse the South African Human Rights Com
mission, the commissions for gender cqual
ity and for the promotion and pratection off
the rights of cultural, nd linguistic]
communities as well as the Pan South Afric-
an Language Board. Denel and the Arma-
ments Corporation of South Africa (Arm-§
seort could he merged o establish a new
entity, with an envisioned R2bn saving,

MP Dion George said his party has al-§
watys maintained the cabinet is bloated,

“We support the rationalisation bul the|
key thing here is which department shoubd$
wou shut down and which one should you?
keep. | think it's possible that the govemn-§
ment is sitiing up and faking the siuation
seriously, 1 Mink Qv government is now ing
panic mode because this has been brewing
for a very long lime and the minister has]
been sending the signal, but [ don’t think hi

closure and merger of the thy T

provinelal level, This Is sloned 0 save

o the v, DS amd DPSA.

cabi have been listening ™ -
Additional reparting by Amanda Khoza

Page 1 of 1

www.meltwater.com/za | Cape Town: +27 21 838 5100 | Johannesburg: +27 11 028 2172 | Copyright © Meltwater News (Pty) Ltd.


https://www.meltwater.com/za

	SundayTimesGauteng 2023-09-10



