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NON-COMPLIANCE

President, ministers
fail to reply to 193
parliamentary
questions on time

PRESIDENT Cyril Ramaphosa and sev-
eral of his ministers have not answered
a total of 193 written questions within
the stipulated time in Parliament.

This emerged from the latest par-
liamentary report that pamed and
shamed ministers who failed to answer
parliamentary questions.

The questions are one of the mech-
anisms Parliament uses to hold Rama-
phosa and his Cabinet to account on
service-delivery issues.

The ministers were required to
respond to written questions from the
MPs in 10 working days.

The report showed a total of 1 269
questions were posed to Ramaphosa
and his ministers.

There were responses to 1 069 ques-
tions, and 758 were late responses;
193 questions were not answered and
seven were withdrawn.

Communications and Digital Tech-
nologies Minister Mondli Gungubele
had 44 outstanding answers.

MNext was Justice and Correctional
Services Minister Roland Lamola with
21, just like Agriculture, Land Reform
and Rural Development Thoko Didiza.

Public Works and Infrastructure
Minister Sihle Zikalala had 20 unan-
swered questions,

Police Minister Bheki Cele had 16
outstanding answers, Minister in the
Presidency Khumbudzo Nishavheni
had seven, while Social Development
Minister Lindiwe Zulu, Finance Minis-
ter Enoch Godongwana and Water and
Sanitation Minister Senzo Mchunu
each had six.

Ramaphosa had four outstanding
questions, along with Basic Education
Minister Angie Motshekga, Defence
Minister Thandi Modise and Transport
Minister Sindisiwe Chikunga.



Public Enterprises Minister Pravin
Gordhan and Sport, Arts and Culture
Minister Zizi Kodwa had two outstand-
ing questions each.

In March, National Assembly
Speaker Nosiviwe Mapisa-Ngakula
said non-compliance by members of
Cabinet with the specified rules of the
National Assembly was a setback in
ensuring a government of the people.

“As members would be aware,
step four of the system of monitor-
ing replies provides for the Speaker
to reprimand in the event of con-
tinuous non-compliance or lack of
improvement, This step has not been
invoked since the introduction of this
system. Should there be no improve-
ment with regard to adherence to the
rules applicable to replies, I will be
obliged to invoke step four of the
system and reprimand the responsible
Cabinet member, " Mapisa-Ngakula said.
| Mercury Correspondent
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