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Three ministers
axedin
Ramaphosa’s
cabinet reshuffle

By Nomazima Nkosi

Three ministers and three
deputies were axed last night
as President Cyril Ramaphosa
announced changes to the na-
tional executive headlined by
the new minister of electricity
Kgosientsho Ramokgopa.

Ramokgopa has been en-
trusted with turning around
the biggest crisis ever to beset
the country - energy - since
the dawn of democracy.

The main casualties in
Ramaphosa’s delayed changes
were Lindiwe Sisulu, Maite
Nkoana-Mashabane, and
Nathi Mthethwa.

Ramaphosa also ended spec-
ulation over the deputy presi-
dency by announcing Paul
Mashatile, who was sworn in
last month, as the second in
command in the country.
Mashatile’s appointment fol-
lows the resignation of his pre-
decessor David Mabuza last
week.

Mashatile was elected ANC
deputy president during the
party’s 55th national confer-
ence in Nasrec back in Decem-
ber.

The new minister for plan-
ning, monitoring and evaluat-
ing is Maropene Ramalkgopa.
The post had not heen filled
since the death of Collins Cha-
bane on March 15 2015.

Former KwaZulu-Natal pre-
mier Sihle Zikalala was an-
nounced as the new public
works minister, taking over
from Patricia de Lille. Noxolo
Kiviet is the new public ser-

Ramokgopa named new
minister of electricity
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vice and administration min-
ister, filling the vacancy left by
Ayanda Dlodlo.

Former cooperative gover-
nance and traditional affairs
minister Nkosazana Dlamini-
Zuma was moved to the min-
istry of women, youth and per-
sons with disabilities in the
Presidency. She replaces

Nkoana-Mashabane.

Ramaphosa said the
changes were to ensure that
government is properly capaci-
tated and directed to give effect
to the commitments made in
the State of the Nation Ad-
dress and Budget speech.

“I have sought to balance the
need for new skills and capa-

hilities to drive the agenda that
we outlined in the State of the
Nation Address with the im-
portant task of ensuring stabil-
ity and continuity in the work
of government.” Ramaphosa
said.

“In the course of attending to
current challenges, we are es-
tablishing two new ministries.
The first of these is the minis-
ter for electricity to deal with
the immediate crisis of load
shedding.

“The second is the minister
with specific responsibility for
planning, monitoring and
evaluation to focus greater at-
tention on the performance of
government. While this will
result in an increase in the
number of ministries in the
short term, as indicated in the
Sona, I have instructed the
Presidency and National Trea-
sury to develop a proposal to
rationalise government de-
partments, entities and pro-
grammes to ensure greater ef-
ficiency.”

Ramaphosa said there had
been concerns raised by South
Africans about the amount of
time it took to finalise these
changes to the executive.

“This delay is the result of a
numhber of processes that
needed to be followed, some of
which relate to the require-
ments of the Constitution re-
lating to the appointment of
members of the national exec-
utive,” he said.

Public works deputy minis-
ter Phumulo Masualle, deputy
minister of small business de-

o Minister of Sports, Arts
and Culture, Zizi Kodwa;

e Minister of Tourism,
Patricia deLille:

e Minister of Transport,
Sindisiwe Chikunga:

e Minister of Communica-
tions and Digital Technolo-
gies, Mondli Gungubele;

e Minister of Cooperative
Governance and Tradition-
al Affairs, Thembi Nkadi-
meng: and

« Minister of Public Service
and Administration,
Nozxolo Kiviet;

e Minister in the Presi-
dency, Khumbudzo

Nishavheni;

e Minister in- the Presiden-
cy responsible for Women,
Youth and Persons with
Disabilities, Dr Nkosazana
Dlamini Zuma

velopment Sdumo Dlamini
and deputy minister of water
and sanitation Dikeledi Maga-
dzi were among those axed.

Ramaphosa’s announce-
ment last night came after he
held last-minute talks with
members of the alliance which
included Cosatu and the SACP
at the Union Buildings.

Cosatu said last night it sup-
ported the decision to reshuffle
the cabinet, adding it under-
stood and appreciated the
broad consultation process in-
volving  alliance  partners
which was widely criticised by
the public due to the delay in
the final announcement.
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