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Ramokgopa criticises vacant government
buildings for excessive energy consumption

Unathi Nkanjeni

Electricity minister Kgosie-
ntsho Ramokgopa has called
on the government to set an
example by reducing electricity
wse at night.

Ramokgopa briefed the me-
dia this weelk on progress re-
garding lead-shedding,

“Some buildings complicit
for consuming encrgy at night
when there is no-one in the of-
fice are government buildings,
and that is why minister |of
public works Sihle] Zikalaka is
raking action to address thar.

“The state must lead by

example,” he sald, Ramolgopa
sai those working in govern-
ment buildings should switch
off unused appliances.

“Through simple action we
can reduce load-shedding
while saving on energy bills.

“It b5 Inpartant we bring
this to the attention of South
Africans,

“We are sometimes at a
stage where we should not
‘hawve load-shedding but we
draw from the grid even in in-
stances when we don't have
10, he sid.

Ramokgopa said Gauteng
and Mpumalanga were two

provinces with suffichent grid
capacity.
“There are two provinces
where we have a significant
amount of capacity available.
“Eskom was very deliberate
about directing the market to
areas where there is grid capac-
ity so there is symmerry be-
ween grid capacity amd oppor-
tunity o exploit renewables.”
Last week, Ramokgopa said
25 projects to fix Eskom's load-
shedding issues were in
construcrion.
Projects were under way 1o
upgrade Eskom's infrastructure
in the areas of generation and

transmision, “The 25 projects
can unleash about 13 gigawatts
of electricity into the grid,

“The work starts now to be
connected by 2026 to ensure
there is additional capacite

“We need (o ensure we ex-
pedire the projects and bring
them online quicker,” Ramok-
gopa said,

“These are the twin chal-
lenges | generation and trans-
mission| we are facing at the
mMoment, and we must resolve
o address load-shedding,

“Of coiirse the Bsue of distri-
bastion must also recedve atten-
tion.” — TimesLiVE
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