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MNEW MIMISTER

Labour urges Kiviet
to repair relations

Luyolo Mlentans
Polftical Cormespondent

Labour federations have callad
o newly appointed public ser
vice B administration minister
Moxolo Kiviet 1o spredily repair
the fraught relations bebween
the government and unions.

Refations betwean the more
than L3-miflion public servants
ani thedr emplover soured afrer
the government refused o
implement e kst leg of a three
yoear wage agreement signed in
2018, citing a kack of funeds.

The  Constitutional — Courl
ruled in February 2032 the gov-
ernment could back out of the
fast part of the agreement as the
unions  were  “unjusiifiably
enriched” lrom the “Topugned
collective agroemenl”.

Ating  public service &
administration minkster Thulas

| Nwesd in Ociober 2022 unilater-
ally plemented a 3% wage
hike: fior puhlic: servanis who had
been demanding a 0% rise to
ot the pisireg costol living

These developments led o a
trust deficit between workers
and the state, resuliing in
Cosatn's karges: unions calling
for dhe labour federation io
dumip the ANC and support the
SACP during (he provincial and
national elections in 20024,

During his cabinet reshuffle
on Monday evening, President
Cyril  Hamaphosa  announced
thst Kiviet wiould fill the vacancy
lefi by former public service &
anlministation minister Ayanda
Dioclis in 2022, belore she
joined the World Bank.

Kiviet, who holds & master's
degree in public admintstration
fromn the University of Fort Hare,
served as speaker of the Eastern
Cape  provincial — legiskatre
belore aking over @5 premies
from 2000 w 200 The Public
Service Commission rated her
a5 The worst perfomming premier
im June 2002

Cosate national  spokesper-
soi Skewe Pamba said e feder
ation expects 1o see Kivied ‘move
with speed w repair twe broken
relationship belween the stale
and public servants if i s ©
arhieve the wvarious commit-
menis made in the state of the
nation address and hudget”.

National Council of Trade
Unions president Pad Mphela
saicl: “Her first prierity has 1o be
fixing the [mught refations be
rween the emplover and work-
ers. The collective hargaining
process has really been dam-
aged over the vears; the truss
relaticrship is totally danmaged

Mphela said more coneem-
i wias thad Barmeiphoesa, linance
minister Enoch  Godongwana
and Mxest “are former wade
umionists” and could have done
hetter 1o protect and advance
wirkers interests

The Federation of Unions of
SA (Fedusa) said the appoint-

Momole Kiviet

ment of tourism rminister Patri-
cla de Lille and Kiviet “will
reman sulyect to confimious
SCTnY fo ensure it key ele-
mients of public service delivery
aned lull recovery of iourism and
hespitadity from the pandemic
are prioritised
“Nonperformance,  cormup-
tion, lack of sccountabllity and
darkness will only serve as the
begaey of the Famsaphesa redgn. i
dhrastic measures for recovery
contine 0 escape the gover
mance  landscape and  beave
South Africans in further dreads
of despair,” Fedusa sald
Public Servants Assockation
(PSAl assistant GM [teuben
Maleka said the Fedusa afliliate
“welcomes (e appointment of
an experinced minister in e
department of public service &
administration after the tenure
of an acting minkster who opted
o attack collective hargaining
and reverse democrafic gains
for public servanis
“The PSA urges  Minister
Moveolo Kiviet (o restore the st
deficit between labour and gov-
arnment and protect collective
bargaining as a fundamental
right for workers” Maleka said.
“The PSA also calls on the
minister o ensare thete is
meaninglul - engagement  with
er office to address the chronic
shortage of stafl, abwse of power
with emphoyvees belng suspend
el for prolonged periods, the
cagacitation  of  government
departments, and the absoeption
of cleaners, community health
workers. and security olficers”
Business Lnity 54 CEO Cas
Cioovarlia said the cabinet wiould
have 0 demonsirate, “with
urgency, that ministers will be
moving with speed 10 address
the numerous crises we are
CRPeTCCINE in our couniry.
“The ministers do ol have
the uxury of taking their tme in
getting indo thelr roles, bur must
move with wrgency and Imple-
mvent, implement, imglement”
When contacied for com
meni, Kiviel the former depaty
minister af public works &
infrastructure, said she was =il
uying o setile ino her new
partiolio. She sabd she would
have in he briefed by officials of
the department before engagiig
The media,
mlenbansiEbusnessive coan
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