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| State’s bad
record in

paying
businesses
gets worse

Luyolo Mikentane
Poltical Cormespondent

Mational and provincial govern-
mend departments have blamed
poor internal controls, lack of
mternal  capacity and  badget
comstraints for late and ‘o non-
payiment ol invoices o service
providers amounting to more
than Rilbr.

The late and ‘or nongayment
of imvodces by the government
after the stipulated 30 davs
affects the financial viability of
sowll - businesses  and - their
abilty 1o create Jobs amid a

CCTHONTY,

Public Service Commission
(PSC)  commissioner  Anele
Goooyiva sald om Toesday the
number of Ivedces pald afler 30
days by national and provincial
departments refated 1o 117155
ivoices totalling RELRn.

This is a regression of 2%
from the tumber of invoices
L paid after 30 days during the first
quanter of 202223 “which
amounted fo 104,937 involces to
the rand value of RGN, said
Groyiya. It is also substantially
hikggheer thya e R2bi b late pay -
ments recorded in the corre
sponding period in 2021

Omly 15 of the A0 natonal
departments  complied  with
policy on imely payments.

Speaking at the Bunch of the
PSC's guarterly  bulletin, tited
“The Pulse of the Public Servioe”,
Cisenyiva saic it underscores the
Importance of paving suppliers
ot Bt “will st sl busi-
nesses o stay afloar” and avold
worsening “the already high rute
of unemployment”.

Acvording o the PSC. the
main depariments responsible
for late and/or nonpayment of
imvoloes at national level are
home  affairs:  correctional
services: defence; police; agrl
culiure; transport: water & sani
tation; public works & infra
structure: heslth: and fourism.

The department of health,
which his one of the bigigest
ket portfoling. accounted for
GO0 iwolces valued at RA4Om:
water & sandation (irading
scoountl - accounted  for 657
Invoices (R27m)

The number of invoices paid
after 30 days by provincil
departments  amounted o
90973, valued at R99hn.

Gautengg led the pack with
45538 Invokces (R3.5bn). Bol
lowed by the Eastern Cape
25,750 (R2 3bn) and North West
12988 (RES0m).

“Thee mst COMIMON MEsons
provided _. are  interruptions
caused by poor intemal contros,
Internal capacity and  budget
consiraints” said Groviva

The bulletin also addresses
ermphoyes grimvances. [t andhed
257 grievances between July |
and S o 30,

OF the grievances that were
properly  referred, shout 9575,
are referved by employees while
5% are referred by FAS [execn
tive authorities] ‘The referral of
gricvances by employees i an
indlication that departments have
filed to resolve these prie-
vances internally within the pre-
seribed time frames.” he said,

“The majority of the appro-
priately referred cases relate 1o
unfair treatiment, Glling of posts,
perlormance  wssessment  and
salary problems.

“In view of the number of
cases  that  were internally
rvesohved afier the PSC's inter-
venton, departments  and
organised labour are encoour
anged] e consider mediation s an
allemative means of resobing
matters of conflict”
mhentanelEbusinessive.coza
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