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DA sets
out its
economic
offering
to voters

Thando Masko, Luyalo
Mkentane and Hajra Omarjes

The D& has outlined s eon-
nomic kueprint to woo vobers
ahead of watershed provinckal
and national elections in 20024,

The official oppositon party
wants o e seen as o credible
albermtive o govern one of
Africa’s largest economies as
A% democracy  reaches  the
-vear mark.

The DWs economic vision
Includes scrapping the govern-
ment's two-decade-old empo
rary jobs scheme as well as sta
bilising the public debt-to-GDE
matio through higher rtes of
eoonomic  growth and  safe-
miarding ihe Independence of
the Reserve Bank.

I presented its vision af the
weekend i an altemative o e
ANC, after (e governing grulys
failure to @rest runeway job-
lessness, poverly, inequality and
cormuptian.

The  opposition  party’s
Blueprint comes I a vear In
which the IMF expeos eoo-
e groavth of just 0.2, rising
o aboul L3% over the medim
term, amid a deepening power
crisis and transport and logistics
consivainis, which are sirangling
OO activiy.

The DAs ecoonomic policy
resolitions were adopled by the
highest decision-making Loy,
the Federal councl, in 2022 and
affirmed by the majority of the
2000 delegates at ks Intemal
learlership oonforence at the
weekend, bolm Steenliibsen was
re-elecied  the party’s Jeacder,
winning 83% ol the vates against
rival Mphis Philatse’s 175

“Ther DA plices the blame for
poor econcmic growth and job-
lesaness sguarely on the ANCs
policles, as well as ANC actions
such s comuption wd state
capiure,” the party said.

However, it shied away [rom
clewrty outlining is position on
employment equity, afimative
action and broad-based BEE.

It sabdd s plarn o scrap the use
of temporary public sector jobs
programmes  such  as e
Expanded Public Works Pro-
gramme and loeus instead on
skills development would create
a pathwéay to hetter-paying pri-
vabe sechor jolbs.

The DAs federal finance
chalr, Dion George, sald the pro
gramme  had  ereated  cheap
labour for government projects
and this wus unsustainable in
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DA outlines plan for SA

SAs  low-growth  economy.
which ks beiig hamstung by
consistenl power culs that oflen
leave homseholds and business-
o5 without electricity for up o 10
hours & day.

“We need to create some-
thing that people can leverage
andd walk away [from] with a
skill” George okl Business Day
on the sidelines of the congress.

The  govermament  spends
ghout R3bn a vear on the
Expanded Public Works Pro-
gramme, which  creates  job
oppoiunitdes in aress such as
road mainienance. early child
hood development and home-
Based] comimunity care,

M0 mat whesnr whether thie DA
dlso seekis foosomap the newer
and much lager Presidental
Employment  Somubus — pro-
@rarmme, which has an annual
bt of more than Rilhn

The ANC, at s Devember
20022 national conference. reit
erpted proposals (o nationalise
the Reserve Bank. However, a
push within the ANC to broaden
the Bank’s mandate o force it o
play a higmer role in supporting
the econony was rejected.

The DA countered at the

¥

83%
of congress
vobes went
te John
Steanhulsan
a3 DA leader

17%
of congress
votes went
to Mpho
Phalatse as
DA leader

weekend, snving it rejects
theests to erocke the indepen
dence of (he Reserve Bank
through  mtionalisstion.  as
chamging its mandate will not
resolve the underyving problems
Iy thee econony”,

The OO palicy
bluepeint comes as the party
TS L T Y hor kit thi ANC in
Tz 20024 bl elections after
s oo inbermal and ANC paolling
showed the ANCs support s
expected o dip below 50% for
the first dme since 1999, This
will potentially force the ANC
form coalitions with other polit
cal parties in which the DA alms
e e “anchor temant”,

“Buit. of course, the preferable
option s o win an overall
majority for the DA as we have
I 15 numibcipalities, across four
provinees,” sald the [A'S organl-
sational veport  presented by
fediral council chair Helen Zille,
dirirgg the party's intermad lead-
ership conest.

The party is already courfing
the IFF and Freedom Front Plus
oy secure the voles for 8 co-
operation agreement should the
ANC lose power by a big miargin
i the 2024 edections.
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