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New beds
give MPs
extra spring

By THABO MOKONE
! @ The government has splurged millions on
| pampering MPs at state-owned houses in
| Cape Town, including splashing out nearky
| RLEm on new beds in 2019, spending R16m
| on transpont Tor them and their childoen and
| sprucing up their houses 10 the wne of
| Ralm

Much of the spending ook place even as
| the government committed i1sell 1w austerity
| and “wrimming the fai”, and while fens of
| thowsands of people kst their jobs during
| the pandemic,

The department of public works, which is

responsibile for the upkeep of houses in the
| parliamentary villages, for which MPs pay
| noandneal rentals, provided the details in an-
| swer o gquestions from the Sunday Times.

The disclosures follow receni reporis of
| plans to scrap the R5.000 celling on the por-

tioh of ministers’ wtility bilks (hat the state
pays and allow ministers and deputics un-
limited friee lights dnd water.

President Cyril Ramaphosa said earlier
| this manth he would cancel these plans and
| amend the Ministerial Handbook that spells
| oui the privileges that members of the exec-
| uitive are entitled o,

The new disclosunes about perks could
| [uel lurther publie indignation over the way
| MPs benefit [rom taxpayers’ money over ancd
| above their salaries. An ordinary MP eams
| mare than Rim a vear while a minister eams
| Just over R2Z.4m, with their deputies pockei-
| ngia Nitle over Rim,
| They also enjoy genemus car and cell-
| phone allowanees, food subsidies af parlia-
| ment’s restaurants, and free fMights for
|
|

spouses and children.
Others being pampered by the taxpayer
are 28 directors-general of government de-
| partmenis, who occupy staie houses and
| sea-view flats In posh Cape Town suburbs
| such as Mouille Point, where they pay a
| paltry B75 a month in rent and enjov [ree
| electricity and waler.
| MPe pay R207 a month in rent lor their
| homes in pariamentary villages such as
| Acacia Park in Goodwood, Laboria Park in
| Belhar and Pelican Park in Strandfontein.
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Ministers pay RL2000 2 month as rent for
their allocated houses in Pretoria and Cape
T

The provision of free water and electricity
at officlal houses of minksters and their
deputies In Cape Town and Pretoria would
have cost R14m o year, the department of
public works & infrastructure (DPW1) Said,

“Tor date since Januwary 2022, DPWI hias
puld REGIGS545 to ferry MPs from |paria-
mentary villages] o parllament and fo ferey
thelr dependants .. to varlous schools and
hack,” said public works spokesperson
‘Thami Mchunu,

“DFWT has spent RLTE7.514 1o procune
new bids lor all MPS in 2009.7

Mehunu did not respond o further ques
ligms, including hew many beds had been
bought for MPs and what made of franspor
wias nsed o take thelr children o school.

Parllament has 400 MPs, 64 of them
serving as ministers amd depury ministers
who do ot stay in parliamentary villages.

This suggests that public works may have
spent about BR300 0 bed for 336 MPs - as
suming that they all ok up aceommaodation
in parlimmentary villages, though some apl
ot feresicle there.

Wayne Duvenage, CED of the Organisa-
tiom Undodng Tax Abuse (Outal, expressed
outrage that public funds were used o take
the children of padameniarians to school.

Mo, this is madness man.” he said,

Diuvenage sid it was time for the govern
mient and civil society o hold a national dia

Leon Schreiber, a DA MP on the public
service & administration committees.

|c|ﬂl.|.i.' on the Kind of benefits dished our 1o
pubilic representatives, given the state of the
eeanamy, poverly levels and rising social in
copulity.

“This is citizens' money that they are
spending and they have no thowght ahou
howw to save money, hovw 1o stap this sense of
entitlement,

“These funds could be pul o much betier
use in dealing with pit latrines, bocker o
lets, briclges over rivers 1o gel Kids o oschool
Think of all the problems we have aml we

Bedding legislators runs to at least R54m

have 1o waste money like this, [ unaccept
ahile.

“Govermument must sit down with civil so
ciety and we must review the entire hamnd
book, nol only at ministerial and parliament
level bt in the provinces and local govern-
ment area because they have thelr own
handhooks™

Leon Schreiber, a DA MP on the public
service & administration portfolio conmit
Lo, said his party has been lobbying lor par
Hamentary villages 1o be used for public be-
nefit by comverting them into social housing
prisects.

Schrefber said MPs showlil be given g sub-
shy to either rent or buy their swn houses in
Cape Town, which he argued would elimin-
ate the huge costs retaied © e upkeep of
parliamentary villages,

“Instead of blowing millions in taxpayer
Fumds o evervihing from furniture (o main
tenance at these villages, MPs who div nat
live In Cape Town should recelve a simple
housing subsidy they can use {or housing
when peguired to be in Cape Town,

“This would entirely eliminate the possib
ility of lorcing taxpavers o pay for roads,
hoses, urniture, sehools and transport for
MPs,

“It would also free up these vast tracts of
well-tocated land to be used for housing the
penple instead of politicians,”

He said he would submit a private mem-
ber's bill in parliament that would seek
tramsparency on the benelits enjoved by all
prbslic office- bearers amd ensure public par
ticipation in determindng them.

Page 2 of 2

www.ineltwater.comvza | Cape Town: +27 21 838 5100 | Johannesburg; +27 11 028 2172 | Copyright © Meltwater News (Pty) Ltd.


https://www.meltwater.com/za

