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By THABRD MOKONE

& [t would cost almast R9ba to build &
new parliamentary complex in Pretoria
and relocate the legiskure’s more than
1,000 employees from Cape Town.
according o a study leaked this woeek.

An assel management company was
commissioned by pardiament in 2018 o
conduct a feasihility study into the
socloeconomic effect of relocating the
instinution from the Western Cape (o
Ganteng,

The study was carried oul in 2019 bui
Had been Kept under wraps until it was
leaked this week after its presentation atl
u closed special meeting of the chiel
whips' forum om Tuesday.

Chiel whips had pushed national
assembly speaker Nosiviwe Mapisa-
Ngakula and senlor officials w briel
them on the report as they discuss
relocating to Pretoria or rebuilding the
historic stracture in Cape Town after it

‘was gutted by fire in January.
EFT leader Julius Malema has tabed 3

private member’s bill seeking to move

parliament from Cape Town and Mapisa-

Negakula has invited public comments.

The study by Pamaoja Asset
Management fouamnd thal:

Construction of a new parliament in
Pretoria would cost R8.4bn over five

IS,

This would offsei the cost of regular
renovations and maintenance of the
current precinet, which came inal
. 2hn over lour years, by 2019,

The cost of shultling ministers and
their support stafl between the two
cities woubd be cut by RIS3m a year,

Relecating parfiamentary officials 1o
Tshwane would cost R205m., including
possible retrenchments and severance
0SS for those nol Keen o move (o
Granteng.

Parliament’s spokesperson, Moloto
Mothapa, said the institation was

processing the report and no final
declsion had been taken.

“Partiament is engaging with the
report and neither opinion por
conchision has been lormed.

“The survey was commissioned by
parliagment sothat any debate on
parliament’s geographical lecation can
be informed by research data on the
socioeconomic implications. Parliament
Is therefore unable o discuss it publicly
at this stage,” he sald,

Political parties represented in
parliament, departments such as public
waorks, and the National Treasury would
bet among the ultimate decisionmakers,

ANC deputy chiel whip Doris Dlakude
saidd her parliamentary caucus had not
adopted a position as i was yet o
discuss Pamaoja’s report.

The study found that Cape Town
would lose nearly 3,000 jobs in the
skiilled lormal category while Tshwane
woulbd gain 2,364,

Tshwane parliament shift would cost R9bn

The report sald R1.3bn woald be lost o
Cape Town's GOP, while Tshwape's
wild gain R1L2bn.

While some sectors of the Western
Cape economy may be negatively
alfected, “the siee and structure of the
City of Cape Town economy suggess
that mast of the negative economic
affects will be overcome very quickly®,
sald the pepor.

Sectors strategle to Cape Town's
econimy, such as domestic tourism,
were “unlikely o be much affected” by
the relocation “because of the relatively
small contribmtion of business visitors™.

Bl that has been rejected by Cape
Town mayor Geordin Hill - Lewis.

He said the city would make a
submission on Malema's relocation hill,
arguing against a move to Gauieng,

“The argument areund the cost of
government is nosense ... at repor
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was written before Covid so | will forgive
them for not knowing aboui Zeom.

“There’s no need for 10 government
- officials o come (o every portiolio
commitiee - they must log on, Three
thausand jobs would be o massive loss 1o
the local economy and | don't ay you
Just say ‘oh well, vou'll e OK - tell that
io peaple whose liveliboods will be
affected,” sald HIll-Lewis.

The study said concemns that staff
might be reluctant o move io Tshwane
becase of [ssues such as crime wene
" warranted ™ as Cape Town “had
much higher crime levels in all
categories”.

The cost of education and
accommisdation was found to be higher
In Tshwane than in Cape Town,

The report sald 54% of parliaments
1300 stafl whi were surveyed by
Famuja were in favour of 4 move 1o
Gauteng, while 35% were against it.

“Thirse in favour of a relocation see the
Iikety resulting cost saving o the
couniry as a key argument in fivour of a
relocation, followed by the increased
accessibility of parliament 1o the
miajurity of the citizens of the country
and the pereeived lower costs of living in
Ca -

But Sthembiso Tembe, chalr of the
parliamentary branch of labour union
Nehawu, said they rejected any plan (o
move parliament from Cape Town until
they are properly consulted by
Mmarngement.

“This intended move will destabilise
cmplovees and their families. How are
wirkers and their families going to be
aceommidated when they maove to
Gauteng?

“We are totally against it until such
time we are consulied properly and the
crmplover is abile (o respond sulficiently
andl comprehensively (o the concerns we
have.”

‘The report foumd that the relocation
woukd Improve citizens’ participation in
the legislature’s affairs dug to Gauteng's
ceniral locaion.

It proposed thal the current buildings
of parliament be “converted i
musenms” as the Western Cape
legishature was nol keen fake them over.

“But there is the possibility that the AL
could be convineed o move in.
Whatever the outcome, any aliernative
tenant of the precinct will experience
challenges in adapting it to their use,
given s heritage,” says the report,
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