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RESTORATION

Fears over corruption in parliament repairs

Linda Ensar
Pariamentary Wiler

Public works & mlrestrociore
minster Pairicia de Lille and
some ANC MPs are coneemed
thiat the restovation of the parlia
mentary buildings — estimated
tir ool RESbn — will be used as
an opgariunity for corruption
Thew are progesing thal real-
tme awdits — wsed © monior
expendiure for flood  disaster

relief in KwalZulo-Natal and
Eastern Cage — be used 1o con-
trol expenditure on the restora-
thon pregect. Concerns lave also
been expressed over cost over-
s i e project

Tt anby cof pesal -t auuclits is:
o prevent and detect weak
nesses in conirols and report on
Tindlings within a shoat time.

The concems were raised on
Friday during a meeting of the
Joind standing commidiiee on the

financial management of parfia
ment which was hrieled by
Coem Development Corpora-
tion {CDC) peoject  manager
Christn Beukes on the exiensive
darmage caused by the fanuary
Tiree, e cstimatod cost ol rejir
andl thee timedines for restoration.
The CDC was appointed Ly
D Lille to assess the damage
and prepare cost eslimates,
Reukes sald repalring the fire
damage and upirading the Cld

Asseribly and the bullding (hat
links it to the New Assemnbly
building would cost an ostim-
aterl RE28m and would rake
about 18 mondhs until possibily
thie seconed quarter of 2025,
Restoring the New Assembly
Duikkling anel instadling compliant
fire progection: and  ventilation
systems would cost about Rlbn
] winhd take 42 mondhs. with
a prssible completon date in the
secomd  quarter of 2027 The

RL3bn does nol Inchude the cost
of [urniture, fittings and couip-
mer such as lapiops.

Parlizmnent has been slow In
dealing with the CHOC mepord,
susbanieted in My

ANC MiPs Mandla Rayi and
Bhekl Batdebe emphasised the
el for veal-tme audits, a view
shared by De Lille and National
Counedl of Provinees chair Amos
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Concerns over parliament repairs

Masondo, who wamed agalnst
the sliuation  getiing  hogged
o by coruption.

D 1Al said: “Wie are all con
cerned about corruption. We
necd (o see ranspaency. We
cait cerlainly desin o process
with parliment on how 1o apen
up the process” which she said
could imvobae the meetings of bid
evahmation committees  being
held in pubdic.

Rayl saich “These are huge
projects with a kot of money
ivvolved, In the past, (bere hive
always been challenges wilth
vegard B0 other projects that the
department was involved with
in termes of freed and commup-

tion” He noted that this hatl akso
appeared in the spending of
Aood relielf money,

Assurances ave needed thar
there would be no cost over
runs. Radeie said he expects the
medim-term  budget  policy
stifement thal finance minkster
Enoch Godongwana will tahle
on October 26 0 make provi-
siom for the restoration.

D Lilke saled her depamment,
thi Treasury and parliament will
have: 1o thrash out the way for
waird, Godomgwana has indic
el that i there were any allo-
cation ko be e Bor the project,
the announcement would be
made in Ociober.

Parliament’s secrotary, Xolile
George, said he has mel with
Treasury acting director- general
small - Momoniat  abowl  the
fanding for the restaration pro
Ject and s o meet this week
with the acting director- general
of public works & inlrsructure,
Alee Moemi.

The commitlee was abso
briefed on the measures tken io
enhance the security of the par-
leamenny precinet and on the
court case Involving he person
weoused of having staned the
e, Zanelihe Make, Hiscaseis due
1o b heand in the high court in
Cape Townon Movember 5.
encribusinesslivecoza
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