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CAPE TOWN TO TSHWANE

Parliament to decide on committee to process bill for relocation

MATIBONGWE MAQHINA
mayiboamae maqhinaginl co.za

PARLIAMENT was still to declde which
ol its commitlees should process the
private member's bill introduced by
EFF leader Julius Malema on the relo-
cation of its seal from Cape Town 1o
Tshwane.

This comes after the bill was con-
sidered by the Joint Tagging Mecha-
nism for classification as a section 76
hill, which affects the provinces, ahead
of its referral toa portfolio committee.

National Assembly  secretary
Masibulele Xaso said although the
view was that the bill would be pro-
cessed by the public works and infra-
structure portfolio committee, there
was still a discussion with the parlia-
mentary legal services unit.

“Before it is referred to & commit-

tee, there is a step it must go through,
which is the first reading,” Xaso sald
in reference to introducing and tabling
the bill in the National Assembly,

He said the EFF had asked for the
first reading of the bill

“Once it has been debated, without
a decision, then it must go to a com-
mittee, Public works has been men-
tioned, We discuss with legal services
whether that is the best committes.”

Programming whip Mina Lesoma
said they have received the private
member's bill for its first reading in
the MNational Assembly.

“As a matter of principle and
consistency, it will be discussed at a
mini-plenary and then referred to the
relevant committee to deal with the
privare member's bill,” Lesoma said.

No date has been specified for its
introduction in the National Assem-

bly's current programme

The relocation of Parliament has
beent on the radar as far back as 2016
when former president Jacob Zuma
saidd the govemment could save bil-
lions if it did not have to fly and
accommodate government officials
and politicians from the administra-
tive capiraJ in Pretoria in l"_ape Town,
the country's legislative capital,

In his bill, Malema said the Con-
stitution provided that the seat of
Parliament was Cape Town, but an
act could be enacted to determine that
the seat be elsewhere. Malema said
Parliament's current location created
several problems for MPs, the Cabinet,

ment and officials from organs
of state, and the broader society that
wished to participate in legislative
and oversight functions performed by
national legislature,

“Parliament is located in the far-
thest province from the majority of
provinces, making it inaccessible to the
majority of South Africans, including
MPs, who spend a significant of time
travelling to and from Parliament.”

Malema said the relocation of Par-
liament would alleviate the financial
burden on the national fRscus and
bring the national legislature closer to
most people. The bill's memorandum
saidd public padicipation in parliamen-
tary programmes was limited to indi-
widuals and institutions with financial
resources, excluding these unable to
travel to Cape Town.

The memo said the Cabinet was
expected to spend more than RS bil-
lion on expenditures associated with
ademﬂng :IegisLaﬁve SEESI0NS ipl.ane
travel, hotels, car hire/shuttles), travel
time, dependants’ travel, departmental

support, and annual operational costs
of ministerial houges,

“This is an extremely low esti-
mate," the document sald.

It also said the pariamentlary pre-
cinet was made up of historic struchires
that required tegulat maintenance,

The document said it was expected
that Parliament would :pmd no less
than R4.2bn on precind renovation
and refurhishment. According to the
document, R4.2bn was estimated for
refurbishment and renovation in May
2019 and the Department of Public
Works had put the figure at R2bn.

“It will cost at least Rl4bn to
retain Parliament in Cape Town. A
new Parliament precinct in the City of
Tshwane is estimated to require B7m,
and the move will save the fiscus more
than R7bn in the short to medium
term,” the memo said.
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