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Paths to peak of party power

TOP SEVEN: MOST OF THE NEWLY ELECTED HAVE CLOUDS OF SUSPICION OVER THEIR HEADS

» Maropene

Ramokgopa is the
exception and has

aclean slate.

Paul Mashatile y

Before being elected deputy pres-
ident of the ANC, Paul Mashatile
was ANC treasurer-general from
December 2017 and acting ANC
secretary-general from January
2022. He was also minister of arts
and culture from 2010-2014 in Ja-
cob Zuma’s first Cabinet.

He was elected to the Gaut-
eng provincial legislature, before
joining the provincial Cabinet
for 13 years as MEC for transport
and public works (1996-1998)
and then as MEC for safety and

Fikile Mbalula, currently min-
ister of transport, was appoint-
ed to this role by President
Cyril Ramaphosa in May 2019.
Like many others, Mbalu-
la began his political career
in student politics, making
his way up to the ANC Youth
League (ANCYL) as president
in August 2004-2008, having
previously held the post of sec-
retary general 1998-2004.

Maropene Ramokgopa

One of the three women in the top
seven, Maropene Ramokgopa is
known as the youngest mayor in
the Eastern Cape.

She was appointed to the may-
oral post in 2006 by former presi-
dent Thabo Mbeki.

She is also the special advisor
to President Cyril Ramaphosa on
international relations.

She previously served in the
ANC’s Women's League as the sec-

Deputy president

security (1998-1999).

Mashatile was premier of
Gauteng from 2008 to 2009.

He has been embroiled in a
number of scandals as part of
the so-called Alex mafia after
he allegedly acquired shares in
a software company with state
contracts.

In 2006, Mashatile, then fi-
nance MEC, caused a scandal
by spending Rg6 ooo on his
government credit card and
incurred R250 000 in “enter-
tainment” expenses between
February and June of that year.

Two months later, he host-
ed another government dinner
costing R108 0oo. He was also
accused of corruption in ad-
ministering the Alexandra Re-
newal Project, which cost R1.3
billion, ahead of the 2019 elec-
tion. - Compiled by Reitumetse
Makwea

Joining the big leagues he
‘went on to become manager of
the ANC election campaign in
the 2009 general elections, and
then served as deputy minis-
ter of police from 200g-2010,
and later became the minister
of sport and recreation from
2010-2014.

Following a Cabinet reshuf-
fle by former president Jacob
Zuma in 2017, Mbalula was ap-
pointed as minister of police.

Mbalula was implicated in
the testimony of witnesses,
such as former Prasa chair
Khanyisile Kweyama, after
dissolving the interim Prasa
board.

But he said he flagged the
state capture allegations but
the ANC national executive
committee ignored him.

retary -general.

At 26 years of age, she has al-
ready started toserveinexecutive
positions.

She was appointed by former
president Jacob Zuma to repre-
sent South Africa as the head of
mission at the consulate general
in Mumbai, India, in 2016.

She served for four years in
that position.

Since 2008, Ramokgopa has
served on the national executive
committee of the ANC’s Youth
League.

Ramokgopa co-founded the
young women’s desk and wrote
the concept document for the
ANCYL.

Following her appointment
yesterday, Ramokgopa dismissed
allegations she was appointed
because of her close proximity to
Ramaphosa.

Gwede Mantashe ‘
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Gwede Mantashe, also known
as “Tiger”, is a former chair of
the South African Communist
Party and secretary-general of
the ANC. On 26 February, 2018,
Mantashe was appointed min-
ister of mineral resources.

He started his political ca-
reer by co-founding and hold-
ing influential positions in the

Better known as Gauteng's
first female premier, Nomvu-
la  Mokonyane served in the
Gauteng  Legislature  before
she was appointed MEC of ag-
riculture, conservation and
environment in 1996.

She became MEC for safety and
liaison from 1999 to 2004 and was
housing MEC between 2004 and
2009, then minister of environ-
mental affairs, after serving as
minister of communications and
water and sanitation.

As water and sanitation min-
ister, Mokonyane headed South
Africa’s Lesotho Highlands Water
Project.

According to a report by City
Press, a single company, LTE Con-
sulting, was awarded contracts
worth R5 billion in a single year,
all dealing with water and sani-
tation, after they donated more
than R3.5 million to the ANC in

-

Gwen Ramakgopa

Gwen Ramokgopa is the for-
mer MEC for health in Gaut-
eng, having succeeded Qedani
Mahlangu.

She was the executive mayor
of City of Tshwane metropoli-
tan municipality from 2006 to
2010. Before that she served as
the MEC for health in Gauteng
from 1998 to 2006.

Following her term as

National chair

National Union of Minework-
ers. He was elected ANC sec-
retary-general in 2007 and be-
came national chair in 2022.

In 2020, he admitted to brib-
ing two Sunday World journal-
ists and was also accused of
using his foundation to score
irregular finances.

Mantashe, and his wife, Nol-
wandle, were implicated in the
project to provide emergency
power generation. According
to Daily Maverick, legal papers
suggested the decision to pro-
vide Karpowership SA with
contracts were corrupt.

During Zuma's presidency,
Mantashe was a key figure in
the bid to shield him from ac-
countability. He has also been
accused of benefitting from
state capture.

Secretary general 1st deputy secretary-general

A

Nomvula Mokonyane

only two months.

A second controversy in which
Mokonyane found herself related
to the merger of two of South Af-
rica’s powerful water boards, the
Umgeni and Mhlathuze boards,
both in KwaZulu-Natal.

In 2019, ex-Bosasa COO Angelo
Agrizzi testified to the Commis-
sion of Inquiry into State Capture
that Mokonyane was paid Rs50
000 a month for years to protect
the company from law enforce-
ment agencies.

2" deputy secretary-general

Tshwane mayor, she was dep-
uty minister of health in the
national government from
November 2010 to May 2014..

In 2008 she was hit with al-
legations of mismanagement,
nepotism and corruption, ac-
cording to investigative pro-
gramme Carte Blanche on
M-Net.

But Ramokgopa labelled
these accusations as “mischie-
vous and irresponsible”.

Earlier this year, she was
accused of nepotism by Dem-
ocratic Alliance member of
the Gauteng legislature Jack
Bloom after she hired an al-
leged friend, advocate Lebe-
loane Mpelegeng, to head the
department’s legal services
division.
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