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Sisulu, Mkhize and
others ‘absent’ face
possible sanction from
incoming NEC

By AMANDA KHOZA

® 5ix MPs who wene absent from the Phala
Fhala impeachment vode in parliament this
week without explanation are not off the
hook and may still fzce the party's wrath, in-
chucling presidential hopeful Zwell MEhize
and tourism minister Lindiwe Sisulu,

Thee ANC gave this week that it
wionlel institure  disciplinary - proceedings
against four MPs who defied the party e
and voled in Fovour of an impeachment pro
oess against President Cyril Ramaphosa.

Although the national working commit
tee indtially sabd the four MPs, Including co-
operative. governance minister Nkosazana
Diamini-fuma.  should  face  discilinary
charges, the NEC Biter decided 1o feave e
nwatter Lo the incoming N

Dfaumini- Zuma, whio o louted a na
tomal executive committee (NEC) resolution
10 vole against impeachment, hewds the Hst
of prominent members who had already
been notifled of pending disciplinary action,

Sisulu's troubles are likely o be com-
pounded by the leaking of @ felephone con
versation which she had with lformer EFF
secreatry-general Godrich Gardee in which
shi priars (o e colluding against Rama
phosa,

(hers wre internationsl relations com-
mitteg chalr Supra Mahumapeln, former
mineral rtesources  minisier  Mosehenzl
dwane and MP Mervyn Dicks, They are all
Known opponents of Ramaphiassa

The incoming NEC will also decide what
action W take against absentees, including a
deputy transport minister Sindi Chikur
affter it emerded that she missed Tuesday's
Phala Phala vote becanse she travelled
abroad without authorisation, aceording ioa
report of the national working commines
presented (o the NEC miceting on Thursday.

The report shiws Chikunga is among the
six ANC MPs being probed by the chiel whip
and parly bosses over missing the vote,

Chikunga denled she had gone io Lomndon
without permission from transpart minister
Fikile Mhalula and Ramaphosa to attend an
International Maritime Organisation event.

Chikunga =aid the invitation was initilly
extended o Mbalula, but he deployed her

1 even wrole an apology ledter Lo the
speaker of parlioment because the silting
had been planned for an earlier date and
then it was rescheduled for December 13,7

Chikunga said she left the country on
December 10, three days before the voti, ac-
compaiied By her support stall

“When the tripowas paid lor [did inlomm
the chiel whip about my frustration and she
senla message o me afer voling.

“If 1 had cancelled at that time | was golng
1o atract accusations of irregular and waste-
ful expenditure, incliding for all the groand
transpart in the UK, and . South Africa 1
would have not been present ai 4 very o
cial climate change meceting amd that could
have lelt the country isolated.”

She =aid the meeting was so important
that iF South Adrica did not attend *“our ports
will essentlaliy remain white elephants™.

Chikungsa shared a letter dated December
5, signed by state lw adviser Geolrey
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ANC NEC member Niosazana Dlamini-Zuma at the party’s national elective conference. Picture: Sandle Ndaw
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Lindiwe Sisulu reportedly ‘left the
chamber after the debate,”

Zwali Mikhize, who s contesting for the
post of ANC president, did net vete,

661[1 had

cancelled

at that

time I

was

going to
attract
accusations of
irregular and
wasteful
expenditure

Sindi Chikunga

Mphaphuli giving anthorisation for her o
travel 1o the UK from December 100 14
Apart from MEhize and Sksulu, who “left
the chamber alter the debate”™, only o find
heesell ocked out when the voting took
place, other MPs who may also be in trouble

include Bongani Bongo, chair of the appm
priations  committes Sfso Buthelezl and
Siphokuhle Patrben,

Backhencher Thabo Mutke s under
seruting after he was “locked outside the
chamber when the doors closed”,

The only MPs given permission Lo be ab
senl were defence commiiiee chair Cyril
Xaba, who was In hospitak Philisiwe Xaba
Nishaba and Simphiwe Mbatha, who were
hath on sick leave; and Sibusiso Kula, who
hiadl a hereavement.

“The chiel national presenier Iis been e
guested 1 take the necessary steps 1o insti
ke disciplinary  proceedings against Lhe
o membee the report.

Ramaphosa survived a possible impeach-
ment hearing over Phala Phala when 212
ANC MPs, supported by two lrom Cope and
Al-Fimah, voled against the section 89 panel
of experts report that found he had a prima
Lacie case w answer over the thelt of foreign
currency from his frm.

Oppasition parties mustered 148 vides in
Eavour of the report. Two MPs from the Good
party, pubble works minkster Patricia de Lille
anved BErett Hegon, abstained from the vote,

Dhe Lille serves in the cabined at the invita
Lo of Ramaphosa,
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