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® Bhisho legislature’s new chair of committees says implementation of Zondo commission recommendations a priority

We dare not fail in our
oversight role — Duba

Nisikelelo Qoyo
qoyonitheheraldcoza

The Bhisho legislature has to
wark hard and take its aver-
sight responsibility seriously to
avoid a repeat of the malfea-
sance that happened under
state capture,

This is according to the
newly elected Eastern Cape leg-
islature chair of committees,
‘Tony Duba, whao said the im-
plementation of the Zondo

work in the new year, This, he
said, was essential to ensure it
was never found wanting
again.

“W'e have quite a number of
negarive findings where over-
sight Is concerned.” Duba said.

“When chief justice Ray-
mond Zondo spoke recently at
a Public Service Commission
anti-crime summit, he spoke
about his interest in the re-
sponse of parliament to the
negative findings against it.

tions would be the priority
when the house resumed its

igreed one, twa, three
weas wrong and going forward
this is what we need t do to

fix the mess of state capture
and make sure we do not re-
peat what happened.” he said.

[ruba, who was elected un-
opposed during a virtual sitting
yesterday, replaces former chair
and public works MEC
Niombovuye Nkopane,

He was previously deputy
chairof chairs, a position now
filled by ANC MPL Mon-
tuthuzelo Magubela.

The two new members
complete the composition of
the legislature’s presiding
officers, which includes the
speaker, deputy speaker, chair

of committees and deputy
chair of committess,

During an interview, Duba
said the legislature could no
longer afford to fail in its cru-
cial oversight role.

“Ifyou look through the lit-
erature, since 2001/2002 there

were already signs that if some-

thingis not done something
like this |state capture] would
happen.

“A number of summits and
anti-corruption forums dis-
cussed itat length but oday
here we are.” Duba said.

One of the recommenda-

tions in the state capure com-
mission report was that parlia-
ment should consider having
more members of opposition
jparties chairing committees.

Duba isan ANC MPL.

In part six of the commis-
ston's report, Zondo found that
cormuption-accused company
Bosasa made regular payments
to MPs to ensure "they adopted
a attitue” in com-

“Whether you talk about
the negative audit outcomes
about education, it would have
been the committee that
should have done work to en-
sure the department complies
with policy,” he said.

He said it was erucial for
parliament and the legislatures
to ensure the public was made
aware of the work done by

mittee meetings.
“Committees are very criti-
cal for parliament,” Duba saicd,
“It i how it does its over-
sight work.

“You cannat have a school
niot knowing it can write 1o
A iy

'ON A MISSION: ANC MPL Tony Duba has been elected as the new chair of
E c
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“Residents cannot be nega-
tively affected by [dysfunction-
al] elinics and not know they
can wite to the chair of a com-
mittee to attend to their
Erievances.

“What then tends to happen
is that they write to the public
protector — they will wrire

the portfol
education when they have
problems,

rybaody else for interven-
tion whibe there is a body
whaose function is to attend to

that specific matter, We need
to strengrhen the warl of
commitiees”

Speaker Helen Sauks-August
said: “We welcome the dection
of the new members and
added new responsibilities.

“We wish them suecess in
fubfilling their constimtional
obligations as presiding officers
and members of the executive
committee of the legislanre.”
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