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Call for better security near Kruger National Park after death of German tourist

Staff Writer

The Foderuted Hospitality Asso-
ciation of SA (Fedhasa) has called
for security and social inter-
ventions to he stepped up after 5
botched higck atack on Ger-
man tourists, one of whom
was fgally wounded on e
R538 in Mpumalanga.

In September, the goven-
ment  announced  helghtened
security  measuses  in e
provinge, inchuding at the Nambi
gate near Hazyview, where 2
spate ol robbery attemnpts Harl
been reported and where the
Tour iourists were atiacked.

The fourists were en route o
a Kruger Natlonal Park Indge on
Maonday afternoon when they
were stopped by three armed

suspects. The driver was shot
through the window.

The: Kruger Lowveld Cham-
ber of Business and Tourism
is offering & reward of RS0.000
for information leading 1o the
suceessful prosecution of the
perpetrators.

Rosemary  Anderson,  Fed-
hasa’s national chair. called for
“real commitment in - dealing
with the root cause of erime so
that no family need ever endure
his loss aggain”

In addition 1o the  rapid
mobilisation of security mea-
sures. she said that it required
on-the-ground intervention
involving all sectors of govern-
ment, lshour, socery, NGOs and
relighous leaders ‘1o put an end
1o the human suffering and job

Insses that Crime Canses, partic
ularty the latter in our ourism
and hospitality sector™.

The safety of tourists in
Mpumalanga was addressed in
September by depury tourism
minister Fish Mahlalela al a

which has since been idenfified

higackings attempted hijackings,
robberies, motor vehicle acel
dents, artacks on tourists, and
break-ins and thefl at tourism

Mahlaleta said Mpumalanga
hed  experienced  numerous
incidents in Numbl Gate moed,

THE TOURISTS WERE
ENROUTETO A
KRUGER NATIONAL
PARK LODGE WHEN
THEY WERE STOPPED
BY THREE ARMED
SUSPECTS

“These incidents continue 10
‘e a grave concem and have the
potential o discourage inbound
tourism in the province.

“In addition. the condition of
roads is poor. This creates not

Tourism and Parks Agency was
working  with the  Kruger
Lowveld Chamber of Business
Tourlsm and  tourism  safery
to comibat crime.

noamiic development, The areas
of importanee are the projecs
supporting women and youth
whi are highly Impacted by

A security firm had been
appointed 1o assist in patrolling
the Numbi Road while police
had deployed the ying squad
and a K9 unit wnd had increased
visihility along the Nummbi Road.

“However” Mahlalela  sald,
“we siill belleve that more needs
ta he done, including beoader
vith various com

anky roa safedy also
SErVes s points where crimi
nals target passing vehickes as
they slow down o avoid pot-
‘holes. Rehabilitation of the mads
In the provinee is therefore

musiities W0 communicate the
tourism vabue chain”

‘The deputy minister also said
“there is a need for the identifica-
tion and support of further prod -
et In the area to

Tighby rec
He said the Mpumakings

pramate job creation and eco

nplayment.

Abroader government inter
vention imolves maining. men
torship and  deployment  of
unemploved youth in tourism
aftractions and stes as part of a
tourism  monitor  programmse.
Providing skills and practical
work  experience 1 unem
ployed vouth using the Expand
el Public Warks Programme
aims to enable them 1o become
emplovable, he said.

Mahlalela said 288 tourism
monitors  are  deploved  in
Mpumalanga, with five at the
Kruger National Park Numbl
Gate.

Security gaps: The ste where a German tourist was shat dead in
an attempted hiacking near the Knger National Park. /54 Polics
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