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CLIVENDOU allow government to settle its
outstanding accounts, was by
With the stand-off between the Friday set to resume its discon-
Msunduzi Municipality and gov- nection campaign.
ernment entities in Pietermaritz- Winkler told De Lille to ensure
burg over the council's electricity ~ that the municipality’s bills were
disconnection programme setto  settled to avoid a situation where
escalate, the DAis concernedthe  pupils would be unable to write
disconnections will affect pupils. their examinations.

Inrecent weeks, the munic- “The risk we run, especially
ipality has been disconnecting since there are no contingency
residents, businesses and gov- plans for such large outagesin
ernment entities that have not so many of our schools, is that
settled their bills. learners dependent on electric-

However, DA Msunduzi constit- ity for their various tasks and
uency head Hannah Shameema examinations will be significantly
Winkler said pupils within the disadvantaged.

Msunduzi Municipality ended up “This is especially applicable to
being the victims of the discon- all learners using or involved in IT
nections. and related subjects,” she said.

Ina letter to Public Works DA KZN Education spokesper-
Minister Patricia De Lille, Win- son Imran Keeka has also written
kler called on the Public Works to Education MEC Mbali Frazer,
Department to intervene. urging her to intervene in the

“The disruption and distress matter.
caused by these disconnections “Itis important for the DoE
to students cannot be under- [Department of Education] to
stated. make sure that it does not owe

“The fall-out from these any money to the DPW [Depart-
disconnections on schoolchildren ~ ment of Public Works] to start
and various nutrition programmes  with and then, for yourself to
that schools run will be disas- engage with the MEC for Public
trous,” she said. works to urge them to work out a

The Msunduzi Municipality, settlement agreement with the
which previously put its discon- municipality,” he said.
nection campaign on hold to - clive.ndou@witness.co.za
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