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Bill ‘not meant
toseize land
arbitrarily’

Public Works and Infrastructure
Minister Patricia de Lille has
moved to assure South Africans
that government has no intention
of using the Expropriation Bill to
arbitrarily seize land from pri-
vate owners.

She was speaking during a Na-
tional Assembly debate on the Bill
on Wednesday evening.

The Bill was passed in the
House on Wednesday, 14 years af-
ter it was first introduced and is
aimed at replacing the Apartheid
era Expropriation Act of 1975.

“l am certain we can agree [ar-
bitrary expropriation] is not the
kind of pain and injustice that
democratically elected represent-
atives will subject South Africans
to again,” she said.

“It is our responsibility to cor-
rect the historic injustice of land
ownership patterns in South Af-
rica. It is extremely dangerous
to suggest that government will
arbitrarily take people’s property
such as their homes.

“[Land] is an emotive issue.
Across the country, there is still
great pain being felt by people
of colour who were stripped of
their homes and denied the right
to own property under the apart-
heid regime.

“We can debate our points but
what iswrong s to instil fearmon-
gering and distort the facts in a
debate about land and thisis done
all too often. Many times, those
against the Expropriation Bill
have been people who were never
subjected to laws that stripped
people of their property or rights
to own property.”

De Lille, however, emphasised
that the “injustices of the past”
must be corrected in democratic
South Africa.

“We must remember that still,
today, mainly people of colour live
on the outskirts of our towns and
cities, far away from economic
opportunities and do not own any
land, thanks to the apartheid re-
gime’s draconian laws,” she said.

“It is our responsibility to cor-
rect this historic injustice. These
are the wrongs of our past that
we have been working to remedy
since the advent of South Africa’s
democracy in1994.”

De Lille said the new Bill has
been drafted in order to ensure
that legislation is in line with Sec-
tion 25 of the constitution.

“The 1975 Act is inconsistent
with the constitution in many re-
spects,” she said.

“The current Bill propeses
to bring the law in line with the
constitution. The constitution
provides that compensation for
expropriation must be “just and
equitable”, having regard to all
relevant circumstances.

“The Bill outlines circumstanc-
es when it may be just and equita-
ble for nil compensation to be paid.

“It does not prescribe that
nil compensation will be paid in
these circumstances. The Bill
provides that the amount of com-
pensation will be determined by
the courts,” she said.
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