Publication: Citizen (Gauteng)
Date: Tuesday, May 25, 2021
Page: 9

Land reform
gaining steam

President Cyril Ramaphosa says
the country’s land reform pro-
gramme 1S gaining momentum,
with over two million land claim-
ants having benefitted from land
restitution, resulting in the trans-
fer of around 2.7 million hectares.

“To date, government has re-
distributed over five million hec-
tares of land, totalling around
5 500 farms to more than 300 000
beneficiaries,” Ramaphosa said.

He was speaking at the hand-
ing over of land and title deeds to
farmers in Tafelkop in Groblers-
dal, Limpopo, on Saturday.

At the handover ceremony, the
culmination of a land reform pro-
cess, 30 black farmers were pre-
sented with title deeds.

The farmers have been suc-
cesstfully farming various agri-
cultural produce for 25 years on
the land and the public works and
infrastructure department trans-
ferred the land on a gratis basis
for land redistribution purposes.

In 2000, the then department
of agriculture entered into lease
asreements with the Tafelkop
Farmers’ Association in terms of
the Land Redistribution through
Agricultural Development pro-
gramme.

In 2009, the former Limpopo
department of agriculture rec-
ommended to the department of
publiec works, as the custodian of
the land, that the land be trans-
ferred to the farmers who had
been In occupation since 1996.

The deeds were registered ear-
lier this year in the names of the

farmers who officially became the
beneficiaries of the land over the
weekend.

The land 1s currently being
used to farm tobacco, cotton and
fresh produce. A total of 32 house-
holds are supported by the land,
with farming activities providing
employment to 128 permanent
workers and about 320 seasonal
workers.

Ramaphosa commended the
farmers for their resilience and
determination, whieh i1s “an in-
spiration to us all”.

“You have reminded us that
nothing is so full of victory as
patience and that where there
1s unity, there is always victory,”
sald Ramaphosa. - SAnews.gov.za
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