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By ORIS MNISI

ANGRY residents have accused the Mpum-
alanga Department of Public Works of be-
ing responsible for deaths on the Mutlumu-
vl River.

They claimed the department spent the
money meant for a bridge to link Thulama-
hashe and Kumani, near Bushbuckridge.

The residents said in 2012, the depart-
ment used money meant for a bridge to
construct culverts, which ended up becom-
ing hiding spots for thugs.

In January, a 69-year-old man drowned
after floods swept her away following the
heavy rains caused by cyclone Eloise.

On Monday, 1 February, three men were
rescued from a car trapped in the flooded
river.

Teacher Lunghisa Makamu (27), Mpume-
lelo Nxumalo (32) and Andrew Khosa (35)

TR L TANRE B il i F " 1
i 1.'_._ ] I."'l'. % W T r.dl-h I ; |-1 "
E R Jt_‘l_'. e -._I,- #3501 T b H
AR 00 Ll LI -, it d o . . |
il v s = b, ' w e i o
I, ]-"1""‘ et = 1 ’ 4 . ST - " - i gl :
| ., ; kil o 7 2 AR i

R ST T g T g L R L
- Ayl i 7 ™ . gl = N La i E i gl W T [
o e I . d ad B ek o
) g - il L i ] k. 1]

S i T ey L PR T L - o e
 Safp ol 1 R % 1 v ¥ L -Ep - R T

o - ey ,Jq_ _._J- [ -'lr"“-- ! i Foal F 'p“"i"i" O 5 -

et A o o T N B ATERE LTS &

s ; _.___1_ ([ i .“"-fi'*- o ey r _'I'-" ) |‘. -!I.‘ _r: ¥ 'ﬁ g = -
e , . i = s ot Li o o e e | o= Py
oy L ! . = i 2y i} it h g

A B Al 5 |5 ¥ g i + 1""'_-."':': 3 ';\'-lll'i' - :"h' - .':' ] i !"_. . -J? | iy i

i R b L i -~ AT . it 1 e e ok ) o el
.r: St g I‘-'!,-'L l" L F g - S ol Iu"".r .- o o] - & r I_r ."' -I.-: & s F

v A T s o L : Pl e S T T 4T ab L e £
ik, Leer ol b ..r.l-l."r*.l._ 51 ¥ o i .'_-I - . .‘.‘.-'-. 1 ! ! ot T8 e P 1' i ¥
ey, o bk AT b b b T el L i ) o

Frial W i 1, e e o e ey AT R R B LR
s gl - g i e, - Tt R

||i - d [ C, ) " ! "ill.-. =i B % v 4

%‘ i = Ralac r o P = - -\. — [ g N -5 it i _T.I.! -'H : "i.,-_
1 C paii 4 —h Ly

E SRy e s =Ty v - et ey "': - i oy,

i AR T g - = e W i B Uy el R I Ly [
3 frie— - S e b i - S e R =
E s - = — - N - =
- - ! 3 —_— E -
. - g _-' - =iy -
= H
= e e = e - = iyl L *
- -
- z L
=
- = o *
Y

s .::E? :
Hr _‘_'. i : r .|
-? g i

The deadly Mutlumuw Rlver between
Thulamahashe and Kumani.
Photo By Oris Mnisi

were trapped in the car for almost three
hours. Car owner Cheldeny Mandlani (23)
and Lucky Nvathi (32) managed to escape.

Department spokesman Mxolisi Dhlamini
sald: “We have noted reports of the 1nci-
dent with great concern and would like to
convey our sincere condolences to the fami-
ly of the deceased as well as the community
at large. Planning and design of the Ku-
mani Bridge has been 1n progress for the
past few months. However, the process was
hampered by budget cuts as a result of the
Covid-19 Iintervention strategy.
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