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BABALWA NDLANYA

MEC for Public Works, Babalo Mad-
1kizela, has described recent protests
by a group of North Cresttlats tenants
11 Mthatha as just “delaying tactics”,
almed at intimidating and emotional-
lyv blackmailing government from
solving a recurring crisis in both the

old and new North Crest flats.

He was responding to the memo-
randum that was sent by these protes-
tors to the offices of Public Works 1n
Mthatha, recently. They were de-
manding that Madikizela should
wilthdraw cases that are 1n court
about this matter.

He said Public Works and Infra-
structure was the custodian of the
Eastern Cape’s 1mmovable assets
and, as such, had to ensure that assets
were utllised for the benetit of the peo-
ple with the future in mind.

According to Madikizela, the sixth
administration undertook to delve in-
to the property space first, as a step
towards seeking to utilise govern-
ment property to empower previous-
ly disadvantaged property develop-

ers; secondly to encourage invest-
ment 1n thelr province and thirdly, to
raise revenue 1norder to augment the
provincial fiscus.

“These key thrusts necessitated the
departmentto look at the overall lease
register and I confirm that anomalies
were 1dentified. Some tenants had
valid leases but were not paying rent;
somne tenants were occupyig proper-
ties with leases expired and not pay-
ing rent and the last category 1s the
same as 1n the North Crest flats that
tenants were occupying properties
and government had simply no clue
who was occupying which flat for
what duration and who ought to be
paying what rental.

“The group of alleged North Crest
flats residents, who marched on June
12, and handed over a memorandum,
made wild and preposterous allega-
tions, which may not be left unchal-
lenged,” said Madikizela.

He said they acknowledged this re-
ality and thus convened meetings
with people, who were thought to be
tenants, and communicated the de-
partmental stance on the said proper-
ties as follows: that occupants should

regularise their occupation of the
flats by entering into a lease agree-
ment with the department at deter-
mined rental amounts by the land-
lord.

“We have, through the state attor-
ney, hired a law firm to facili-
tate the leasing discus-
sions and I confirm that
some residents have
come forth and
signed,” Madikizela
said.

“I am aware that
the department has
Instructed the attor-
neys to continue with
evictions because the
occupants do not seem
keen to undertake the first
step to regularise their stay and
thus have a right to negotiate. We are
clear about the key strategic thrust of
maximising the potential of govern-
ment’s property porttfolio and will nei-
ther be deterred nor be held to ransom
by a few to the detriment of the major-
1ty of the people of the Eastern Cape.

“*We are committed to building the
Eastern Cape we all want, free of pov-

/ (EASTERN Cang

- CAPE

R DR
* Nl T] -

marched against him.

erty and underdevelopment,” he said.

During the handing over of the peti-
tion, one of the community members,
Nceba Sobantu, added that Madikiz-
ela should refrain from calling the
tenants thugs and ‘Mzekezeke’ 1n his
roadshows, which they are not even
nvited to.

“He should also stop misleading the
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Occupants marched to hand over a memorandum to the
offices of the Department of Public Works in Mthathg,
complaining about decisions made by MEC for this
Department, Babalo Madikizela. INSET: MEC for Public

Works, Babalo Madikizela, has hit back at occupants who
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public that they refuse to co-operate,
whereas he 1s the one who does not
hold to the end of his constitutional
bargain,” Sobantu alleged.

He added that they were interested
1n joining other residents of King Sa-
batha Dalindvebo Local Municipali-
ty, who pay rates and are considered
for all other services.
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