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strengthen the industry and economy:

e (Greater community Involvement in
the development ot Infrastructure,
both new and maintained, for the
benetit ot end-users as well as the
creation of jobs.

* A decentralised approach to spatial
planning and development, spurred
by the decreased emphasis on
metros due to remote work and
teleconterencing.

* |ncreased attention to agriculture
and surrounding services, as the
agriculture sector 1s pertorming well
and surrounding areas are prime ftor
development.

e (greater focus on maintenance,
which 1s vital due to the poor
pertormance of our Infrastructure,
as highlighted in the recent SAICE
Infrastructure Report Card.

“For rebuilding to happen ettectively,
we need collaboration between all
spheres of government. We need
coordination between all role players,
and we need to partner to build state
capacity and ensure the necessary
skills development takes place.”
He highlighted the recent emphasis
on protessionalisation ot the public
service and said that CESA stands
ready to support this initiative.

PURPOSE

“In our efftorts to rebuilld, let us
maintain our focus and purpose on
doing so with quality and integrity.
It we are to truly save lives and
livelihoods, we must operate with an
unwavering tocus on value, reliability,
and sustainability.” CESA's emphasis
on guality has been further highlighted
by the new mandated management
systems for CESA members based
on International standards tor quality,
iIntegrity, and sustainability.  This
demonstrates CESA's commitment
to accountability, which Pillay says he

hopes to see retlected In public sector
spheres.

Plllay  also  mentioned the Dratft
Public Procurement Bill which has
seen Industry lobby for a more

transparent procurement process with
decentralised authority structures to
ensure the necessary checks and
balances are In place. "CESA calls on
policymakers to listen to the voices ot
industry and ensure the bill promotes
integrity, localisation, transparency,
and accountability,” he said.

Finally, Pillay suggested an “immune
booster” In South Africa’'s recovery
plan: “The 1dentified SIPS will play a
decisive role In economic recovery, It
they can break ground. Getting a tew
selected projects oft the ground early
will be valuable in giving impetus to the
orogramme, providing reassurance to
the public, and encouraging investment
contidence In South Africa.”

Looking forwarg to INdustry
developments, Pillay mentioned the
upcoming CESA Annual Infrastructure
Indaba, the FIDIC Africa Infrastructure
Conference, as well as the newly
formed Construction Alllance South
Atrica (CASA) as key In creating
constructive engagements and
iIndustry coordination.

RECOVERY

In conclusion, Pillay said that CESA
IS committed to contributing to
effective and sustainable solutions,
and will continue to guide 1ts members
and the ndustry at large towards
more transparent and prosperous
iInfrastructure delivery processes.

i

—very person In South Atrica stands
to benetit tfrom this goal which would
see Improved use ot taxpayers' money,
an appropriately capacitated state,

and the delivery of safe and reliable
national Infrastructure offering a
strong foundation for further economic
growth.

However, as Minister ot Public Works
and Infrastructure, Patricia de Lille
sald at our Infrastructure Indaba last
vear: ‘'We need to start implementing,
the patience ot our people Is running
out!” The preservation and deepening
of our precious democracy will
depend entirely on the success of our
recovery.”

“Our task 1S not easy, as the nuances
at play make tor a bumpy road to
recovery. Regardless, CESA will
continue to actively engage through
the relevant plattorms and to remain
vour ‘Partner in enabling Consulting

Engineering Excellence’,” concluded
Pillay.

.ig

This material has been copied under a Not Selected licence and is not for resale or retransmission.




