Publication: Sedibeng Ster
Date: Wednesday, December 04, 2019

ELM granted R20
lllion intervention
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Emfuleni Execuive Mayor, Gift Moerane, Emfulenit MMC for Public Works, Bhekie Ntsele and from ERWAT Mana-
ging Director, Tebogo Gopane during the media briefing at the Mayor’s Parlour in Vanderbijlpark recently. Photo:

Lazarus Dithagiso

Lazarus Dithagiso

VANDERBIJLPARK. - The Emfuleni
Local Municipality (ELM) has been
granted R20 million by the Depart-
ment of Water and Sanitation (DWS)
to upgrade sewer pump stations and
to deal with the ailling sanitation sy-
stem.

The Department of Human Settle-
ment, Water and Sanitation’s National
Rapid Response Team and ELM also
engaged about the intervention to deal
with the pollution caused by spillages
of raw sewage 1nto the Vaal River re-
cently. Speaking during the media
brieting the Executi-
ve Mayor of ELM,
Gift Moerane, said
the continued spilla-
ges are having a ne-
gative environmental
and health impact on
the commumty and
the soclo-economic
growth of the area.

“The region 1s
faced with aging 1n-
frustructure resulting
in high maintenance
cost and performance
failure.”

The purpose of the
intervention 1S to en-
sure that all wastewa-
ter treatment infrus-
tructure 1S resuscita-
ted to an operational
statc and pollution in
the Vaal River1s stop-
ped.

“There’s a need to
prioritise the upgrade
of 40 pump stations

and all three treatments plant should
be refurbished to optimal functionali-

ty.

Moecrane also announced that the
DWS had given a company from Ek-
hurlenm1, ERWAT, a service provider, a
task to take care of the Vaal River from
where the South African National De-
fence Force (SANDAF) has left off.
The contract of the SANDF 1is about
to expire.

Tumalo Gopane, Managing Direc-
tor from ERWAT, said they are finali-
sing the program of the sewerage 1i-
nes and putting security in place.

“"We need to make sure proper
maintenance 1S done.”

Emfulemm MMC Public Works.
Bhekie Ntsele said, “As the people of
the Vaal, we have been given an op-
portunity to fix the problem through
the municipality. The project belongs
to locals, no one should attempt to hi-
jacking it and 1t should not be¢ tain-
ted.”

Ntsele said resident must welcome
this intervention.

The ELM said that local labour will
be recruited for projects and locals gi-
ven first preference.
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