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Gape Town law BII'III‘GBIIIBIII ﬂﬂIGBI‘S jirotest

City of Cape Town law enforcement of-
ficers marched from Hanover Street to
the Civic Centre on Saturday.

About 150 protesters were dressed 1n red
and were represented by the South Afri-
can Municipal Workers Union (SAMWU).
Earlier, SAMWU published a statement
listing several grievances. These include

‘ T ﬁl s ™ _ ﬁ
the City usmg Expanded Pubhc Works
Programme (EPWP) recruits on three
year contracts.

“They are also sometimes expected to
perform beyond the scope of their work
by having to chase gangsters in the town-
ships, yet they are not peace officers. The
maintenance of law and order 1s the func-
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tion of SAPS and not EPWP but because
they are so desperate for work, these
youngsters are exposing and risking their
lives,” stated SAMWTU.

“The central contributing factor 1s cor-
ruption and lack of decisive management
or leadership in the City. Staff morale 1s

at 1ts lowest, the key 1ssues of priority are

simply overlooked and ignored. Work-
place unrest has become the order of the
day and the City management 1S more
worrled about restructuring across de-
partments, creating top jobs for friends
and relatives.”

Demands include a change to the City’s
salary structure for law enforcement of-
ficers, the conversion of EPWP employees
to permanent staff, the return to work of
dismissed officers, and the withdrawal of
external advertisements for vacancies.

| Richard Bosman, Executive Director for

Safety and Security, received a memoran-
dum from the protesters and promised to

A respond within five days.

On Saturday, the City’s Mayco Member
for Safety and Security responded briefly,
saying: “There are dangerous and irre-
sponsible lies and misrepresentations in
[the SAMWU] statement which have to be
corrected.”

Smith said the City would 1ssue a state-
ment on Monday. At the time of publica-
tion, after 4pm, we had not yet received
the statement.




