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Circulating photos
SNOwW a broken
fence in places

By Suthentira Govender
and Orrin Singh

Former president Jacob Zuma
1s safe and sound.

His spokesperson Vukile
Mathabela told Sowetan’s sis-
ter publication TimesLIVE
that Zuma's Nkandla com-
pound was secure and under
no threat, despite pictures cir-
culating on social media
which showed a security fence
broken in places.

The pictures sparked specu-
lation that the controversial
R246m homestead was falling
apart, while some raised safety
issues redarding the former
president.

The Nkandla municipality
initially indicated that it would
embark on a “Tact finding mis-
sion’, but later did an about-
turn, saying it was a private
residence and that they
couldn’t enter the compound.

Mathabela said: “We can
coniirm that this is not the for-
mer president’s home, but oth-
er properties outside, which
SAPS and public works can be
1n a position to comment on.

“If that was the former pres-
ident’s home, it would mean a
breach of security. But this is
not the case. His home is still
secure.” When a TimesLIVE

team visited the area on Tues-
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day, there was very little activ-
ity in and around the former
president’s compound.

The part of the fence that ap-
peared to be broken had been
hastily patched up.

The homestead became a
source of national controversy
after it emerged that public

o
>
e J;""E.
i1

A B

- %8 *1.%- : v
W e

4 +. L]
g il -'!I'-l =
- #- ! “ l‘-h “:"F 1

o

e,
¥ LN

[

BT o A Y

. g < g il i,
-
j.dl-r

- _I,""..'{.F
S

....

T e

No security concern at
Zuma’'s Nkandla home
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A cattle stands behind a broken fence on the massive property of
former president Jacob Zuma at Nkandla in KZN. /SANDILE NDLOVU

funds were used to upgrade
the compound.

This is the latest develop-
ment in a string of woes to hit
the former president.

Last week, judgment was re-
served in the matter in which
Zuma and French arms com-
pany Thales are appealing a
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decision to dismiss their appli-
cation for a permanent stay of
prosecution against them.

The Sunday Times reported
last year that should Zuma be
convicted of corruption, the
state could confiscate his
Nkandla homestead for hav-
ing been built with the “pro-
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ceeds of crime”.

The curators of liquidated
VBS Mutual Bank also have
their sights on the homestead.

Papers filed in the high
court in Pietermaritzburg said
Zuma had to pay back R7.3m
on his bond, or liquidators
would attach the property.
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