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Mixed reaction on donation of ‘troublesome’ property to BCM

DA digs heels in over
public works of gifts
of buildings and land

MAMELA NDAMASE

A total of 48 properties, in-
cluding land and buildings,
owned by the national depart-
ment of public works, is to
become part of Buffalo City
Metro’s portiolio.

The council has now resolved
to accept the “troublesome and
burdensome” properties as a
donation from the depart-
ment.

The properties are in East
London, Berlin and King
William'’s Town.

The gift, however, was not
unanimously welcomed. While
the African National Council
councillors were happy to ac-
cept the donation, their coun-
terparts in the Democratic Al-
liance (DA) demanded to know
more about the condition and

ﬁ
}\!} 'I'! % H:st

sk P L r — i :
= il -

r. e

o TR L g s

- -_ ".

sl SRS ™ i
a 4.'1- 'Ir =
. . .-'. J g Frt ke
'_'l| ! L R N )
f "'I' "I'l -
|- r i'l- : -
o T

location of the properties be-
fore taking them on and dis-
sented when the donation was
approved by the council.
Spatial planning and devel-
opment portfolio head Phumla
Nazo-Makatala said the city
had asked the department to
donate the properties for de-
velopment purposes.
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City manager Andile Sihlahla
said in a report to council that
eight East London vacant land
parcels, 24 Berlin vacant land
parcels and 16 King William's
Town buildings had been iden-
tified for donation. He said the
East London properties could
be used for “government, au-
thority usage or business zone
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1”7, while the Berlin and King
William’'s Town properties
could be used for residential
purposes. The King William’s
Town buildings and houses are
in Durban Street.

Arguing In support of the
donation, deputy mayor Zoli-
swa Matana said the council
had long been asking the de-

partment for the properties.
She agreed that the council
should be informed on the con-
dition of the properties, but said
this should not stop councillors
from approving the donation.
Matana said publicising the
location of the vacant plots
would invite land grabs.
Several of the buildings had

over the years become havens
for criminals, she added. “We
can deal with these issues when
the properties belong to us.

“To defer the report and re-
quest to know the condition
first will not assist us.

“The problems we are en-
countering will remain as long
as we are unable to resolve

these issues.

When they are donated to us,
we will be 1n a position to deal
with them,” Matana said.

DA councillors warned that it
could be costly for the city to
accept the properties without
knowing their current state.
The party’s caucus chiet whip,
Damersh Dhaya, said they

thought that simply accepting
the donation was “procedurally
wrong’.

“We should not approve
something first and only get the
supporting information later.
As a councillor, I should be
privy to all information,” Dhaya
said.

Public works spokesperson
Thami Mchunu said: “BCM has
submitted a request for the do-
nation of a number of prop-
erties to the city.

The department is still in the
process of considering the re-
quest and an investment de-
cision about the future of the
property 1s pending.

“A final decision about the
possible release of the property
will be made once a feasibility
study and investment decision
about the future use of the
property have been concluded.
A market valuation of the prop-
erty forms part of the exercise.
This process has not yet been
finalised,” Mchunu said.
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