Publication: Diamond Fields Advertiser
Date: Tuesday, October 08, 2019
Page: 2

WATER UPDATE

STAFF REPORTER

A COMPREHENSIVE plan to
address infrastructure challenges
hampering development in Kim-
berley, including the provision of
water, will be presented to North-
ern Cape Premier Zamanl Saul
within a week.

This follows an urgent meet-
ing held vesterday between Saul,
accompaniled by three of the
Members of his Executive Coun-
cil, Bently Vass, Abraham Vosloo
and Maruping Lekwene, with the
leadership of Sol Plaatje led by the
executive mayor Patrick Mabilo.

The spokesperson for the Of-
fice of the Premier, Monwabisi
Nkompela, said the objective of
the meeting was to receive a “com-
prehensive report on the water
situation that has atfected and
Inconvenienced many people and
businesses 1n the city”.

“The premier 18 very concerned
about the supply of water and the
long- term plans that the municip-
ality has to address infrastructure
challenges in the Sol Plaatje Muni-
cipality”

According to Nkompela, the
Sol Plaatje team indicated that the
scheduled work that took place
at the Riverton Water Treatment
Works had been completed suc-
cesstully. “The work essentially en-
tailed the full switchover trom the
old to the new pump station, 1In an
endeavour to provide a permanent
solution to the water situation in
the city.”

He added that the premier had
mandated the team to work around
the clock to ensure that the water
supply 1s restored to households as
speedily as 1s practically possible,
and that this kind of disruption
should not be repeated again.

“The meeting tfurther agreed

to put together a team of engin-
eers and planners tfrom Sol Plaatje,
Coghsta, Public Works and Prov-
Inclal Treasury, to develop a com-
prehensive plan to address the
Intfrastructure challenges, which
Includes water provision, road re-
sealing, electricity supply, storm-
water drainage and housing,
that are hampering development
In Kimberley The team should
present this plan to the premier
within a week.”

While the lack of water in Kim-
berley has hit local businesses
hard, the Northern Cape Chamber
of Commerce and Industry has
criticised the lack of communica-
tion from the relevant authorities.

The CEQO of Noccl, Sharon
Stevn, described the situation ves-
terday as “unacceptable”.

“Neither the premier nor the
executive mayor are availlable to
answer questions, while no one
can get hold of the directors at the
Sol Plaatje Municipality. Even the
call centre 1s not operating,” said
Steyn.

“This situation 1s a disaster and
businesses want answers. They
need to know when they can expect
water so that they can make deci-
sions regarding thelr businesses.
There are old age homes as well as
businesses like hairdressers and
carpet cleaning services that need
to know whether to remain open.
But there are no answers from
anyone. It 1s a total disaster:

“People are looking at us for
answers but even we have none.
We advise residents to ensure that
they have suificient water to meet
thelr needs, but there 1s no water
avallable.”

The DA in the Northern Cape
vesterday criticised the “casual
and ad hoc way” In which the
water shutdown has been handled

THE QUALITY of water that some
residents have seen since the
repdirs were completed.
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by Sol Plaatje Municipality.

“The water shutdown, Intended
for 1nfrastructure maintenance
and upgrades, commenced on Wed-
nesday evening and was sched-
uled to be concluded by Friday
evening. Five days later, however,
the city finds itself in a situation
where some residents have vet to
see water iflowing through their
taps since the water was turned
off. Meanwhile, others are experi-
encing random streams and such
low pressure that thelr geysers and
washing machines cannot even
work,” DA leader 1n the province,
Andrew Louw, said.

Infrastructure plan in pipeline

“On Sunday night, school hos-
tels were torced to call on the pub-
lic to urgently assist them with
water for their pupils,” he pointed
out, adding that at the Robert Man-
galiso Sobukwe Hospital, the toi-
lets apparently had to be flushed
with bottled water.

According to Louw, infection
control at the hospital has been
severely compromised after the
hospital’s water supplies ran dry
last week already:.

“We appreclate the fact that
residents have drummed together
to help each other, with i1ndivid-
uals, businesses and organisa-
tions with excess water supplies
assisting those whose water has
run out. The onus, however, falls
on the municipality, who unlike the
residents of Kimberley, has made
little effort to assist those who find
themselves without water.”

Louw pointed out that the situa-
tion has become untenable.

“Worst of all is that the com-
munication by Sol Plaatje Muni-
cipality has amounted to a series
of false promises that have simply
not materialised, followed by what
seemed to be a total shutdown ot
Sol Plaatje, leaving residents com-
pletely In the dark.

“This 1s unacceptable.

“People do not want to be under-
mined by being told hali-truths and
untruths. They want the tfull truth.
They want to know the extent of
the situation so that they can deter-
mine what measures to put in place
In order to be able to mitigate the
water shutdown.

“These are people with fam-
1lies, people with babiles, people
who are sick and people who are
elderly, What sutfering are they not
enduring as a result of this water
fiasco?”

Louw added that the current

water crisis In Kimberley was
more proot that Sol Plaatje Muni-
cipality has become one of the
worst run municipalities 1n this
country.

“Our city 1s dirty and potholed,
and aside from the regular water
shutdowns experienced, residents
also continue to endure nightly
water cuts.

“We appreciate the fact that Pre-
mier Zamani Saul indicated that he
would be having an urgent meeting
with Sol Plaatje Municipality We
must emphasise, however, that the
time for talking has long passed.
There can be no denyving that this
municipality 1s in need of a dire
Intervention betore the little that 1s
left of our once sparkling city also
coes to rack and ruin.”

The DA caucus leader 1n the Sol
Plaatje Municipality, Chris Phiri,
meanwhile questioned the lack of
contingency plans to deal with dis-
asters like this. “This 1s a major
crisis and there has been no infor-
mation from the management or
the political leadership. Where 1s
the mayor?”

Phiri also questioned what had
happened to the Jo-Jo tanks previ-
ously used by the municipality to
provide communities with water
during previous shutdowns. “We
will be 1nvestigating this?” he
added.

While several schools in Kim-
berley were forced to close and
send pupils home, Mediclinic Gar-
l1ep/Kimberley 1indicated that they
were still fine and still had enough
water reserves to continue service
delivery at full capacity at both
hospitals.

“At this stage we have not been
affected negatively by the water
situation In Kimberley,” hospital
spokesperson Denise Coetzee said
yesterday.
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