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Threats of collapse

shut down dept

offices for a year

ment of Environmental Affairs

ifn Suid Street remains non-
operational a year after employees
evacuated last September following
daims that the structure might col-
lapse at any time because of lack of
maintenance.

Aml':rckﬂfnfﬁta of the Depart-

Polokwane Observer reported
last yvear that officials were forced to
evacuate the structure as it was con-

duded that the building was not safe

anymaore and major maintenance
was required. The affected officials
nad to be accommodated at the De-
partment of Economic Development,
Emvironment and Toursm (Ledet)
neadquarters in Biocard Street.
Ledet Spokesperson Zaid Kalla

Block A of the Department of Environmental Affairs’ offices in Suid
Street remains non-operational a year after staff evacuated due to fears
of collapse of the structure.

indicated that the departmental Suid
Street building Is a three block com-
plew. The affected and evacuated
block is Block A. Kalla added that the
officials from Block A were relocated
to Evridiki Building pending an as-
sessment report on the bullding, he
emphasised. Apart from Block A,

the other twio buildings within the
saime premises are functional and
occupied by departmental staff, Kalia
explained.

“The Department is working with
the Department of Public Works,
Koads and Infrastructure (DFWRI).
An independent service provider has
since been appointed by DPWRI for
assessments on the condition of the
buliding. We are currently awaiting
a final report which will pave a way
forward for advised renovations. The
swill relocation of employees from
Block A to the provincial office sim-
ply indicated the departments’ desire
to constantly prioritise its employees
and ensure that they cperate in a
safe and healthy environment,” Kalla
stated.

He added that the relocation was
highly effective and that no services
have been hampered to date.
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