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B RENT

R14.8m to house Zondo Commission

MAYIBONGWE MAGHINA
mayibongwe.maghina@inl.co.za

THE state has to date paid R14.8 mil-
lion for the housing of the Zondo
Commission of Inquiry into allega-
tions of state capture at a building
owned by media company Tiso Black-
star in Parktown, Joburg.

This was revealed by Public Works
and Infrastructure Minister Patricia
de Lille in a written response to a
parliamentary question from the EFF’s
Mgcini Tshwaku.

Tshwaku had asked about the con-
tract to accommodate the commission
as well as the duration of the contract
and amount paid to date.

In a written response, De Lille said

R1244 696 was paid monthly towards
the costs of rental of offices and an
auditorium from Tiso Blackstar and
Redefine Properties.

She said the lease agreement with
Redefine Properties was signed on
May 28 last year by the Department
of Public Works and Infrastructure,
and on June14 last year by Redefine
Properties.

De Lille also said the lease agree-
ments with Tiso Blackstar were signed
on May 28 last year by the department
and July 31 last year by the media
company.

“The lease agreement with Tiso
Blackstar was signed for 12 months
and has been extended for a further
period of seven months.

“The lease agreement with Rede-
fine was signed for a period of three
years,” she said. The minister said
monthly rental for offices at the Tiso
Blackstar building was R72846.52 and
the rental of the media company’s
auditorium was R796950.

De Lille added that the monthly
rental of offices from Redefine Prop-
erties was R374900.61.

“The total amount paid to date
is R14837975.97,” she said in her
written reply.

In January last year, former presi-
dent Jacob Zuma appointed the com-
mission as part of remedial action by
former public protector Thuli Madon-
sela.

Chief Justice Mogoeng Mogoeng

DEPUTY Chief Justice Raymond Zondo chairs the judicial Commission of Inquiry into
allegations of state capture. | KAREN SANDISON African News Agency (ANA)

appointed his deputy, Judge Raymond
Zondo, as the chairperson of the com-
mission.

However, the housing of the com-
mission at Hill on Empire, a building
owned by Tiso Blackstar media group,
has attracted criticism from some quar-
ters, especially from the EFE

The EFF had last November called
for the commission to move out of
the headquarters of Tiso Blackstar,
saying the commission was at risk of
becoming a “Mickey Mouse” inquiry
and a waste of taxpayers’ money
because of the building in which it
was based.
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