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Police members living in slum-
like conditions

WITBANK - The barmracks at Witbank
Police Station are in a worse state than the
Jjail cells, yet the Mpumalanga government

declared that under her tenure, the repair of
police living gquarters would be a prionty.

expects the women and men 1n blue to take
pride in their work and do it professionally.

The Democratic Alliance (DA) conducted
oversight inspections at Vosman and Withank
police stations and was shocked by the dire
condition of the hwving quarters of police
officers at these stattons. Theyre hiving
with their families in blocks of flats that are
overcrowded and dilapidated with broken
windows and stairs.

The police station sell 15 under-statfed,
under-equipped, and under-resourced. More
than five years ago, one of the blocks of flats
at Witbank police station burned down. To
this dav, nothing was done to fix it. Thas has
led to the overcrowding 1n some of the other
barracks.

When appointed, former national police
commussioner, Rhiva Phivega spoke about
the grave despair and slum-like conditions
of many barracks across the country. She
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But noting was done.

Creating better hiving conditions for our
police officers 15 essential to improving ther
morale and to effectively fight cnme. While
our country 15 expernencing unprecedented
levels of cnme, police othicers put their hives
on the hine and they deserve healthy and
dignified working and living environments.

“I will report the condition of the barracks
at Witbank police station to the department
of public works as well as the department of
satety and secunity and request a progress
report,” said Jane Sithole, DA Mpumalanga
Provincial Leader.

Withank police barracks need wrpent
attention. The DA strongly believes that
the South Afnican Police Service (SAPS)
must be protessionalised. This wall require
restoring the dignuty of the otheers living n
these condihons. (Media statement by Jane
Sithole, DA Mpumalanga Provincial Leader)
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Jane Sithole inspecting the sinme=like conditions of the barracks af Withank and Vosman
police stations, where membery of the police and therr famulies must reside. Nothing came
af the promises made by Khiva Phiyega, former national police commissioner, that the
living conditions in pelice guarters wonld be uplifted and priorifised.
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