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Red card
From page 1 alleged fraud, hence the move to have the
Sandero — respectively parked in Seroka's al- payout regularised.
located bay on the departmental premises and Adams mentioned that when Mathabatha
that were suspected to have been used by Sero-  had taken oath of office after the elections he
ka during the period under scrutiny. He pointed underlined priorities, of which curbing of cor-
out that the kilometres submitted for purposes ruption was one. “As a result we're calling on
of the claims against lesser engine capacity the Premier 1o take corrective steps because we
should have resulted in a drastically lower claim can't have an accounting officer entrusted with
in that instance. Adams provided documentary taxpayers money who allegedly defrauds the
proof of the payment approval of the claims very same taxpayers as a result. If the Premier

submitted for R11 405,88 for the month of June  fails to take action against the HOD he will meef
2019. In terms of the detaills of the claim it was with us and our members in industrial action.

submitted for use of a Mercedes-Benz ML350 We can't tolerate this kind of behaviour by an
with an engine capacity of 3,5L at an applicable  accounting officer. He is the custodian of all
tariff of 637,2 cents per kilometre. public funds at the Department of Public Works.
He further referenced an apparent attempt We take corruption in a very serious light,”
by Seroka to have the claim regularised last stated Adams.
Wednesday based on the HOD reportedly “It's a red card to corruption,” he remarked.
submitting a withdrawal of the June 2019 claims In comment provided the departmental
for official travel by stating that he had noticed media liaison officer, Mamoshashe Mabotha
the error, which was blamed on his personal confirmed that the payment has been made to
assistant mistakenly not having “split the vari- the HOD, but that there was an error on the
ous vehicles” he used in the month of June this  part of the personal assistant’s side when filing
year as per his instructions. It was learnt that the travel claims for several trips undertaken by
he would have cited that he apparently had not  him. Instead of filing claims for the four vehicles
hoticed the error when signing for the claim. registered in Seroka's name on the system
Adams said from Seroka’'s attempt at having the capacity of the engine for the Mercedes-
the matter reversed it seemed that he wanted Benz was used to submit the overall claim, he
the claim to be withdrawn to have it corrected added. Mabotha concluded saying the HOD has
and the amount of R11 405,88 that was paidto  acknowledged the error because he signed the
him to be deducted from his salary or his next claim without double checking and pledged to
claim. pay back the money for the correct claim to be
Adams simultaneously alleged that Seroka drafted. He finally undertook to verify the time

got sniff of Nehawu’s intended action to expose frame for the money 1o be paid back.
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