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UNDERGROUND SEEPAGE

Underground water

MONIQUE BASSON

UNDERGROUND water seeping
through the newly upgraded Kouga
Ford in Humansdorp, causing severe
damage to the building, appears to be
worsening by the day.

The water seeps through paving,
walls and floors - resulting in struc-
tural damage.

According to owner Gerrit Potgle-
ter, who has been complaining to the
Kouga Municipality for years, now
considers taking steps against the
municipality should the ongoing
problem not be addressed in the near
future.

Potgleter says, “Hundreds of litres
of water run from across the street,
underneath the tar road to our build-
ing. The so1l 1s already so saturated
that the water bubbling through the
floors and walls.

“A small portion of the water that
runs above the ground, ends up in the
stormwater drain - but this 1s no bet-
ter. No one knows what 1s 1n the
brown, sludgy water. The water then
ends up 1n the two nearby dams.”

Infrastructure and Engineering
Portiolio Councillor Freddy Cam-
pher says the bulk of the water comes
from springs above the si1los situated
across the road of Kouga Ford.

According to an informed source,
the water might be coming from
nearby businesses, however, this
still needs to be confirmed.

“The water travels across land that
belongs to Transnet, and the munici-
pality has been unable to obtain per-
mission from them to work on their
land.”

According to Camper, one solution
1s to dig a trench to help drain and
divert water. “The municipality can-
not, however, do this without Trans-
net’'s permission. All attempts to se-
cure permission and the necessary
authorisation from them, has thus

= A et

|
Ls .|
il E
'.:'I- A LR D AR ". ’ F
I.1.. ll o 3 r
i -y Al E »
il = 5l bl o & ¥

;
WPy
e
:
£
i F

b 3
=,
P s e o il
i Fi i TR 2 L ﬂ 'i_.‘ i
f - I- E o O ; :_-J- - . t‘.h-‘i. .. "I,i;-.
5T Ay - e e il
: e D » n!*"f-*"--
z e el Po b Ty
3 " F - - :"L o |2 L] ‘|_I Ll s
i ! b : A o Y
{ir
b

T 'H_ = -. ::-.IF -!'—_: : e
S

. v L SRR ey, . B
% E 1 -, ' il . %
il * f TR . i A et !"'__'r g Ml 3 : -
*-{il . Iiﬂ“l‘ | I.l '}1 AR e < )| X I P,
li.. lI
-I
)

causing problems

Underground water coming from springs above the silos situated across the
road of Kouga Ford in Humansdorp, is seeping through the newly upgraded
building - causing severe damage. It is unclear what is in the brown, sludgy

wialer,

far been unsuccesstul.

“We are now looking at the possi-
bility of laying a pipe across the land
to redirect the water towards the
stormwater canals in Voortrekker
Road. This 1s, however, a provincial
road and we would first need permais-
sion from the District Engineer from
the East Cape Department of Roads
and Public Works.

“This engagement 1s currently un-
derway.”

Another thorn in the flesh 1s the
derelict building across the road and
the overgrown bushes and grass.

According to Potgieter, the build-
Ing 1s a breeding ground for criminal
activities: murder (three in the last
vear), the selling of drugs and the
burning of stolen copper wire.

“Not to mention the filth and smell.
If alight breeze 1s blowing, we cannot
open a window - the stench 1s unbea-
rable.”
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“Should the municipality demol-
1sh the building, I will take it upon
myself to keep the area clean.”

Camper says, “We have discussed
the possible demolition of the build-
ing with Transnet, but they indicated
that they may have other plans for
the building.”

Another thorn in the flesh is the
derelict building across the road and
the overgrown bushes and grass.
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