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By PHUTI RALETJENA

NEHAWU members marched to
the premier’s office on Wednes-
day.

They called for Health MEC
Phophil Ramathuba to be fired.

They sald she failed to solve
challenges 1n her department,
which faces a shortage of nurs-
es, groundsmen, cleaners ward
attendants admin officers and
health professmnals.

Union secretary Jacob Ad-
ams said: “There 1s a shortage
of pharmaceutical supplies at
health facilities and they are vi-
olent attacks on health profes-
sionals.

“We demand that community
health workers become {full-
time employees.”

Cosatu secretary Gerald Twa-
la called on government to act
quickly.

“We are calling on Premier
Stan Mathabatha to take the
lead and find solutions.

“Non-appointment of com-
munity service nurses, scrap-
ping of the provincial Treasury
Note 7, and other demands have
been on the agenda for an unac-
ceptably long time.”

Ramathuba received their
memorandum, but she walked
away when they tried to force
her to respond to their de-
mands.

The union members then
went to Treasury, to the office
of the premier, and to the social
development and public works

Angry Nehawu members protest outside the premier’s office on

Wednesday.
offices.

Health spokesman Neil Shik-
wambana told Daily Sun:

“There are no new issues. These
are on the table.
We've met about these 1ssues
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and about our financial challen-
oes.

“The problem is about mon-
ey, but they’re cal mg for the
MEC’s head, which is the pre-
mier’s call.”
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