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Joining hands against violence

From page 1

“More so, the government needs
to chip in, be 1t either in terms of
finance or resources, but only if they
listen to the organisations, will it
work. Most of these members are
based in the area which the organisa-
tions are and they know exactly what
their areas need and not our so called
politicians. It's time to stand together
and it’'s time to listen to community
leaders. And for those of you who
think that you can just come and
do as you please to other people’s
children, I am here to tell you that
enough 1s enough.”

Member of #thetotalshutdown
movement, Monica Abrahams, said
they came out in numbers because
they are tired of the current situation.
“l'oo many children have been get-
ting killed, especially girls.”

Edna Anthony said: “It 1s import-
ant for us to support these mothers
and fathers because we have grand-
children and we would hate for any
harm to go their way. And we usually
pray about this but when the oppor-
tunity to be visible arises, always count
me in."

Lynn Abrahams also added her
support to the march.

“When the movement emerged
last year, a voice was born, a voice
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B Left: Minister of
Public Works and
Infrastructure, Patricia
de Lille met the
marchers on their
arrival at Parliament.

that spoke of gender-based violence
and femicide. For that I give my ful
support. I want to tell oftenders tc
stop killing us, and a violation ol
another human being’s rights is nol
on because they also want to live theit
lives in peace.”

Former City of Cape Town mayoy
and now Minister of Public Works
and Infrastructure, Patricia de Lille
met the marchers on their arrival aj
Parliament. “Skop, skiet en dondeq
is not the answer. We need to dea
with the issue at hand,” she said ol
an attempt to reduce crime, specific
ally gang-related crime through the
deployment of the army on the Gape
Flats.

Some were not happy about het
appearance and questioned where
she was during the first march, while
others welcomed her with open armj
and were willing to listen to whay
she had to say. She said people gc
through trauma and putting soldiers
over their shoulders 1s not going tc
help anyone but potentially make
things worse. She also added thaj
more social workers should be placec
in priority areas because she feels thay
it could be the best solution for now

Women and supporters of #thet
otalshutdown have vowed not to stor
until president Cyril Ramaphosa ha
heard what they have to say.
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