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Viinister wants to 66 aclmn

By AARON DUBE

PUBLIC Works and Infra-
structure Minister Patricla
de Lille wants to speed up the
maintenance of government
buildings.

She said people weretforced
todothelr work inold, outdat-
ed and rundown government
buildings, Including courts.

“We need to make these
public spaces comiortable
and to have conducive condi-
tions,” she said.

De Lille said she would talk
to different departments to
see where her department
could improve spaces.

“T've been recelving com-
plaints from across the coun-
try about the state of our
court buildings. In some cas-
es, lifts and air conditioners

don’t work,” she said.

De Lille sald there were re-
ports in Pinetown that rats
ate people’s lunch and snakes
ate the rats, while there was
a constant sewerage smell.

Inthe Northern Cape, there
had been little to no mainte-
nance on mobile units.

She sald the units were
meant to serve people in re-
mote areas.

“In Mpumalanga, court
buildings are deteriorating to
such an extent that they are
a danger to people working
there.”

She said the department
had budgeted R2.5 billion for
repairs during the 2019/20 fi-
nancial vear.

The total budgetfor repairs
for justice totalling R260 mil-
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Minister of public works
and infrastructure, Patricia
de Lille, wants to speed
up the maintenance of
government buildings and
courts.

lion, and R229 million had
been allocated to repair 105
courts.

De Lille said the justice de-
partment had also allocated
an additional R531 million for
repalrs from its own budget.
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