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De Lille halts land sell-off

Move hailed as big
victory for District
St restitution cause

MARVIN CHARLES
marvin.charles@inl.co.za

IN A major victory for the District
Six restitution cause, newly appointed
Public Works Minister Patricia de Lille
halted plans to sell 25 pieces of land
belonging to her department.

De Lille said: “I can confirm that
the advert for request for proposal
has been stopped by me three weeks
ago so that we can have proper
consultation.

“I was not consulted about this.
Some of the land parcels included in
the list had been transterred to CPUT
(Cape Peninsula of Technology) as
part of the District Six land restitution
programie.”

According to the District Six
Working Committee, the department
intended to sell 25 pieces of land
within the boundaries of District Six.
Seventeen of those parcels were iden-
tified for development.

Chairperson of the District Six
Working Committee Shahied Ajam
said: “To our understanding, within
the 150m demarcation within District
Six there are parcels of land that Public
Works wants to sell off; there are old
derelict buildings that they want to get
rid off as well.”

Ajam said he was concerned
about the 17 parcels of land that were
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THE sale of 25 pieces of District Six land has been blocked. | African News Agency (ANA) Archives

earmarked for development,

“This is concerning because this
demarcation falls into the develop-
ment of District Six.

“If this goes through, we have no
choice but to head to court and go the
legal route again,” he said.

The Cape Argus reported in May
that plans to accommodate the rest
of the District Six land claimants had
hit another snag due to a stalemate

between CPUT and government
departments over the transfer of land.

A document pointing out that the
houses in Phase 3 of the development,
for about 108 claimants, wouldn’t be
handed over until title deeds could be
issued was currently being discussed by
the Human Settlements Department
and the City of Cape Town.

The document also points out that
it appears that for Phase 3 (Q site) to

be completed, CPUT needs to trans-
fer about 5.6 hectares of land to the
Department of Rural Development and
Land Reform, but that hasn’t hap-
pened yet as the institution is waiting
for the Department of Public Works to
transter land to the university for its
future expansion.

And it is here that the problem lies.
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