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murder, was given an additional five
years for being in possession of an illegal
firearm.

Justice has been done, Jane says, “but
[ will never forgive him for taking the
only thing I had”.

She now wishes shed never met Tebo-
go — although when they got together as
high-school students he was a “real gen-
tleman’, Jane says. “So loving and caring;’

He was happy when he found out Jane
was pregnant but when she was about
six months along something changed.
"I don't knowwhat happened - the rela-
tionship just ended.”

Nevertheless, Jane expected him to be

Kearabetswe (LEFT). ABOVE: The high court in Bloemfontein recently sentenced Kearabetswe's
estranged father, Tebogo Molatole (far right), Tebogo’s wife, Kelebogile Molatole (far left), and
Lesotho-born hitman Khoeliea-Marena Sefuthi to life in jail for the boy's murder.
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“He didn't care about his son from the
beginning. I don't regret asking him
for future maintenance - I was doing
what I could for my son. He had to do
what was right for him too but instead
he decided to have him killed.”

If Kearabetswe was still alive, he would
be in his first year of medical school at
UCT, Jane says.

"My son was very smart and always
told me how he wanted to go to Cape
Town. I knew the stumbling block would
be funding his education.”

Kearabetswe was in Grade 11 at Albert
Moroka High School - the same school
his parents attended and where they
had met.

Her boywas also a
great soccer player,
Jane says. "1 often
thought he could've
been the next | former Orlando Pirates
player| Thembinkosi Lorch. He was a re-
ally good midfielder. He was also a good
chess player.

“But his father put an end to all that
talent.

EARABETSWE was in ajovial
mood that terrible day,
chit-chatting with his cousin
Liefie (21) after soccer prac-
tice.

Jane was preparing supper
for the boys and Kearabetswe told her he
was going to take a bath in his backroom
and then come back to eat.

Fifteen minutes later, Jane heard two
popping sounds.

“We were still wondering what the
noise was when a man came in, went
straight to my mother and said, "Your

son has been shot.
Trembling, Jane rushed out to her sons

room and found him slumped on a chair
with his head down.

“The door was wide open. I rushed to
him but when I held him, he took his
last breath. I tried to wake him up but
he didn't respond.

“Kearabetswe was my gold, my silver
and my future,” she says, weeping.

The past two years have been an emo-
tional rollercoaster for Jane. "I still
remember that day as if it were yester-
day. I remember grabbing him and try-
ing to wake him up.

Jane says before her son was killed,
the hitman came to her mothers house
posing as someone looking for work

‘I rushed to him but when | held him, he took

his last breath’

as a shepherd.

"At home we have livestock. My sister,
Anna, spoke to the man who was looking
for a job and told him we didn't have
anything for him. He then left.

"I think he came through that day just
to check how he was going to orches-
trate his plan to kill my son.’

The Leteane family didn't only lose
Kearabetswe but his grandmother too.
Jane’s mom, Julia (81), died last year
after experiencing heart problems.

"I believe the pain she experienced
after my sons death killed her. She wasn't
sick before the incident.”

HE Bloemtontein High Court
sentenced Tebogo and Kele-
bogile (49) as well as hitman
Khoeliea-Marena Sefuthi to
life imprisonment for Keara-

betswes murder.
Sefuthi, who was paid R25 000 for the

part of their child's life yet he wasn't in-
terested. This forced the single parent
to go to Thaba Nchu magistrates court
to apply for maintenance when the baby
was three months old.

“He contributed R200 a month for
Kearabetswe at the time.’

Jane would get temporary jobs through
the expanded public works programme
in Thaba Nchu to supplement the main-
tenance but she knew shed never be able
to afford to give her son what he really
wanted: to study medicine at UCT.

Which is why she applied for the future
maintenance. Pension fund adminis-
trators can withhold a lump sum to pay
outstanding maintenance from a pen-
sion fund on instruc-
tion from the courts.
They can also with-
hold the sum to se-
cure future mainte-
nance obligations.

In South Africa, pension law is regu-
lated by various acts, none of which di-
rectly provides for the payment of
future child maintenance from retire-
ment benefits.

As such, the courts had to be innova-
tive and use rules of interpretation to
ensure that retirement fund members
are forced to fulfil their child mainte-
nance obligations through their retire-
ment benefits.

“Being a single parent isn't easy, Jane
says, adding that shed needed all the
help she could get. Her mom and siblings
were helping her raise Kearabetswe,
stepping in when he needed guidance
and discipline. Now all everyone has
are memories.

“Those people took away everything
that was dear to me. My son and my
mother are both gone because of them
and I will never be the same again.”[C]
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