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Premier
axes MECS

By WILLEM PHUNGULA, BULELWA
GININDZA and MPHO BILWANE

NEW ANC premiers were sworn in
and took office in three provinces
vesterday. KZN’s Sihle Zikalala
wasted no time in ringing the
changes to his cabinet.

The political futures of Mthande-
ni Dlungwana, Weziwe Thus1 and
Themba Mthembu look uncertain
after beingaxedas MECs by Zikala-
la.

Zikalala dropped Dlungwana as
education MEC 1n favour of KZN
ANC Youth League chairman Kwa-
z1 Mshengu. Thusi was replaced as
soclal development MEC by pro-
vincial ANC Women’s League
chairwoman Nonhlanhla Khoza,
and Mthembu was replaced as agri-
culture MEC by former arts and
culture MEC Bongl Sithole-Moloi.

Hlengiwe Mavimbelawas named
hew arts and culture MEC, while
ANC provincial secretary Sipho
Hlomuka took over co-operative
covernance and traditional affairs
from Nomusa Dube-Ncube. Dube-
Ncube took over Zikalala’s former

role as economic development and
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Mpumalanga Premler Refllwe
Mtsweni was sworn in.
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Provincial ANC spokeswoman
Nomagugu Simelane-Zulu took
over the health portiolio from Si-
bongiseni Dhlomo and Peggy
Nkonyeni replaced Ravi Pillay as
public works and human settle-
ments MEC. Belinda Scott, whodid
notreturntothelegislature, wasre-
placed as finance MEC by Pillay.

In North West, Premier Job Mok-
ooro said he Would establish a pro-
vinclal war room to deal with ser-
vice delivery problems.

He sald he was committed to run-
ning a clean government.

Mpumalanga Premier Refilwe
Tsipane sald after her swearing in
that the ANC’s decision to expro-
priate land without compensation
heralded a new beginning for the
country.

“A new dawn 1S upon us and the
winds of change have begun,” she
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