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Viliagers threaten not to vote

By BULELWA GININDZA
RESIDENTS of Pilgrim’s Rest have
vowed not to vote In tomorrow’s election.
Yesterday morning the angry commu-
nity embarked on a service delivery pro-
test. They called on Mpumalanga Public
Works MEC Gillion Mashego to build
them the RDP houses he allegedly prom-
1sed them before they would vote.
Thabo Moraba said Mashego visited the
community last year and promised that
the government would deliver all the ser-
vices they needed, including housing.
“Wemet him several times last year. He
promised to build us houses and said the
covernment had identified land where it
would start building.”

“He told us the project would start be-
fore this year’s election. But nothing has
happened.”

Thabo sald the residents had been liv-
ing in shacks for almost 10 years.

“Why must we vote when we have not
had water, proper housesorsanitationfor
more than 10 years? What 1s it that we
must vote for?” he asked.

Mpumalanga Public Works Depart-
ment spokesman Cyril Dlaminl con-
firmed that Mashego met the community
but sald he didn’t promise them houses.

“There’s no way he could have made
that commitment because that 1s the re-
sponsibility of the dpartment of human
settlements,” he said.
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