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‘Mental hospital
far from being
operational. ..’

STAFF REPORTER

THE NEW mental health hospital
In Kimberley 1s far from becoming
operational. This was the view of
the DA who paid an oversight visit
to the hospital.

DA provinclial leader Andrew
Louw sald that the R2 billion fa-
cility, which has taken almost 1ii-
teen vears to complete, 1s still a
long way off from becoming oper-
ational.

He saild that while Premier Syl-
via Lucas bragged about the fa-
cility’s eventual completion during
her State of the Province address
(Sopa) and, in her reply to the Sopa
debates, announced the appoint-
ment of a number of personnel
for the facility, including around
25 nurses and tive medical officers
that were due to commence work
on Friday, but these new appointees
were nowhere to be seen.

He added that the Department
of Health wasn’t expected to get the
facility up and running any time
soon, pointing out that “they had
the better part of 10 years to make
the necessary preparations for a
smooth transition from the West
End Hospital to the new building”.

Louw said that it has already
been exactly a vear since the MEC
for Roads and Public Works, Mx-
olisi Sokatsha, stated that all work
at the hospital was 100% done and
that the project was on a snagging
and de-snagging phase to rectity
any faults. At the time, 1t was fur-
ther said that the facility would be
operational by July 2018.

Louw stated that the real rea-
son why the facility has not vet
been operationalised 1s because the
Department of Health ran out of
money, not once, but numerous
times.

“They also used the funds that
were Intended for operationalisa-
tion of this facility on legal costs
and construction to repalr work
done by past tenderpreneur con-
tractors.

“Another reason behind the
delays In the tacility’s operation-
alisation has been the outstanding
rates and taxes, to the value of
approximately R100 million, owed
by the Department of Roads and
Public Works to Sol Plaatje Muni-
cipality 1n respect of the hospital.

“It 18 uncertain as to whether
this dispute has ever been settled.
If the Health Department got the
occupancy certificate, it must have
been paid - but with what money?
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