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Department says it won't be going back to ‘death trap’

An agreement has now bheen reached bhetween the health ministry and employees to vacate the Civitas building.

Reitumetse Mahope =1 ' of labour, health and public works,” he said.
T He said the decision to ditch the building

Following months of a stand-off between L\ was reached after a meeting held last week
the dellljartment off lﬁeaéth and 1ilts Zmployees Wiinesday in C(iiatpl)le tTvzzﬂl‘i&a"gi - "
over the status of the Civitas heaaquarters was agreed that all the parties wi
building, the government has finally decided abandon all the technical or legal arguments
to permanently ditch the offices. they may be having against cach other

“The intention 18 not to come back,” said pertaining to the building,” said Maja.

health department spokesperson Popo Maja. “Instead they will concentrate on the
“It all, however, depends on the common goal for all, to relocate from the

public works department to find us building.
accommodation.” . - _ = “This will bring an end to the mistrust,
Staft working in the building have been — .9 SN\ i 4 __ . suspicions and a psychologically poisoned

working environment, whereby working
relationships are highly strained.
“This stand-off 1s in no one’s interest.
“Actually, 1t 1s working against the interest
of the people of South Africa.

complaining about lack of safety and
concerns for the health of the employees,
even though the government previously
declared the building “safe” for use.

An agreement has now been reached

between the health ministry and its B 1Y) 6 LR “Neither the labour unions nor the
employees to vacate the building in the LAY o N | government departments have anything to
Pretoria CBD. B\ AN iAWY ""f’ 4" gain from this continued state of affairs.”

Civitas, which has been described as “a Health department employees protesting at the Civitas building in the CDB. Maja said a task team has been formed
very high tech building”, has been at the to 1dentity where the department of health
centre of a continuous stand-off between elsewhere and leave the Civitas building,” experts from various institutions to inspect will relocate to; develop a timetable for
labour unions, the departments of labour, said Maja this week. it, the feud continued between employees the relocation; 1dentity and recommend a
health and of public works. Maja said although the department tried and employers. transitional mechanism; and resolve any

“It would be 1n the nterest of everybody to prove the building was still safe to work “Numerous meetings have taken place other 1ssues pertaining to the stand-off and
for the department of health to relocate in by bringing engineers and other technical  between organised employees, department the relocation.
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