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Mthatha cleans up its act

More bins placed on
streets, managers
deployed in CBD

SIKHO NTSHOBANE
Mthatha Bureau
sikhon@dispatch.co.za

King Sabata Dalindyebo (KSD)
municipal bosses are on a mis-
sion to keep the Mthatha cen-
tral business district clean.

They will soon acquire more
dustbins for  distribution
around town.

Managers and supervisors in
the municipality’s cleaning ser-
vices unit will also have to go
out on the streets every day to
check it they have been cleaned
up.

These changes were rung by
the municipality following
mayor Dumani Zozo’s mayoral
lekgotla this week.

Municipal spokesperson Son-
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wabo Mampoza told the Dis-
patch that the lekgotla had re-
solved that more dustbins
should be made available In
public places.

“We have two shiits of people
that clean up the streets, some
in the morning and others in
the evenings.

“We will also be utilising our
Expanded Public Works Pro-
gramme people to make sure
that Mthatha becomes attrac-
tive again,” saild Mampoza.

Earlier this year, almost all
streets in the Mthatha CBD re-
sembled a dumping zone, after
they were trashed —allegedly by
striking workers — with piles of
rubbish strewn on every street
corner.

A section of municipal work-
ers aligned to both the South
African Municipal Workers'

Union and the Independent
Municipal & Allied Trade Union

embarked on a strike, demand-
ing the removal of Zozo and
then acting manager Mbulelo
Sigaba. Such calls were made
amid accusations that the pair
were a divisive influence in the
municipality.

There are no
by-laws. People
just dump
everywhere
because there are
no consequences

On Thursday Mampoza was
unable to say how much would
be set aside for the latest en-
deavour to beautity the city.

However he said the mayoral
lekgotla had agreed that a por-
tion of the soon to be passed

adjustment budget would be
allocated towards that project.

“They [dustbins| are so ur-
gent. It might not be this week
as we are busy with procure-
ment issues, but definitely it is
going to happen very soon.”.

Mampoza also confirmed
that refuse removal has been
going very slowly in Mthatha
even after the end of the mu-
nicipal workers strike.

“Mthatha has a good history.
[t's so unfortunate that it is now
a shadow of its former selt. We
want to ensure that by-laws are
implemented that would assist
in restoring it to its former
glory,” he said.

OR Tambo District Chamber
of Business president Vuyisile
Ntlabati said he was not con-
vinced that putting up dustbins
would prove a solution to the
problems faced by Mthatha.

He concurred that the city

was filthy beyond measure, but
stressed that the problem was
made worse by people who
littered everywhere.

“There are no by-laws. People
are just dumping everywhere
because there are no conse-
quences,” Ntlabati said.

Mthatha Residents and
Ratepayers Association
spokesperson Madyibi Ngx-
ekana described the city as a
health hazard.

He said what was shocking
was that the municipality had
health inspectors who were
paid salaries every month, but
were not doing their jobs.

“Ratepayers pay for services
such as refuse removal but are
not getting any value for money
in return.

“The authorities are preoc-
cupied with political infighting
at the expense of bringing ser-
vices to the people.”




