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LUVO CAKATA

SERVICES have been brought to a
halt at the King Sabata Dalindyebo
(KSD) municipality in Mthatha as
municipal workers have embarked
on what they call a sit-1n, demanding
that the acting municipal manager,
Mbulelo Sigaba, attend to their griev-
arnces.

At the centre of the complaints 1s
what the unions say 1s a lack of trans-
parency during task grades back pay,
as well as subjecting of workers under
the Expanded Public Works Pro-
gramme (EPWP) by the municipality
to cheap labour practices.

South African Municipal Workers
Union (SAMWU) deputy chairperson
11 the KSD municipality, Amos Mbo-
tol1, accused senior managers of giv-
ing themselves large sums of the
R65 million the municipality dis-

bursed as part of task grades back-
payment. “As workers of this munici-
pality we want the municipality to be
transparent with us and take us into
their confidence on how the task
grades back-pay were allocated as
some received huge amounts of mon-
ey and some of us got very little,” said
Mbotoll.

SAMWU together with Independ-
ent Municipal and Allied Trade Union
(IMATU) have also demanded that
workers emploved under EPWP be
permanently emploved by the munic-
1pality saying these workers have
been treated as cheap labour since
20009.

KSD spokesperson, Sonwabo Mam-
poza, sald that services such as pay-
ment of trattfic fines and renewal of 11-
cences had been completely shut
down since Friday, November 9, as a
result of the strike.

He said that the task grades back
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payvment and implementation was
done above board while the council
had also appointed a task team 1includ-
Ing representatives from the provin-
cial treasury and South African Local
Government Assoclation to address
the 1implementation and realigning of
the municipal task grade 1ssue.

On the 1ssue of EPWP workers,
Mampoza said the municipality did
absorb these workers when vacan-
cles became available, saying they
were currently in the process of per-
manently employing 36 workers from
the EPWP.

Meanwhile the Democratic Alli-
ance (DA) in King Sabata Dalindyebo
council said it would approach Cogta
MEC Fikile Xasa to urgently inter-
vene 1 the strike action, according to
DA councillor, Raymond Knock.

The municipality planned to seek a
court interdict agaimst the workers,
as 1t deemed their action unlawtul.

II'I j-l. I|i -
SR T UL LT LTI T

s
|

KING SABATA

DALINDYE RO MUNICIPALITY |

King Sabata Dalindyebo employees CIISI"UP'l' services

KSD municipality workers affiliated to SAMWU and IMATU protest outside the Munitata
building in Mthatha, demanding the acting municipal manager to address them on their

grievances.

PHOTO:LUVO CAKATA



