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By Jo Robinson

“Why is our tax money being spent
to pay people to lie around and
sleep under trees all day?™ This is
the gquestion asked a little over a
week ago by a distressed Levabu
resident, Lana Holffman. She con-
tacted the paper with what began
as a complaint that Louis Trichardt
residents may be accustomed to
hearing and repeafing quite often.

A group of people dressed in bright
orange overalls with the Expanded
Public Works Programme (EPWP)
logo on their jackets had been spend-
ing their days mainly lying in the
shade on the sidewalk close to Rev
Petrus Kriel's home (on the G road).

This situation had been ongoing for

several weeks, Hoftman told the
newspaper, and many residents were
complaining about thas blatant squan-
dening of taxpayers” money. Not only
were these people lounging around all
day. long after they had been dropped
oftf every morning and before being
collected every evening, but they
were making fires by the roadside to
cook meals for themselves. The area
around them was looking messy and
residents were getting angrier and
Angrier.

Eventually, knel decided to ap-
proach these apparent layabouts and
enquire directly from them as (o the
reason for thewr behaviour.

When Kriel shared what he had
been told with Hoffman and other
interested Levubu residents. shame
set in. He was told that these people

had been empioyved by a contractor
to work for a six-month term as parn
of the government's EFWP pro-
gramme. However, they continued,
this contractor had not paid them their
wages for two months. Temified of
not showing up every day for work,
in case their employer then had an
excuse to charge them with desertion
and. in 50 doing, not pay them at all,
they had tried to show up daily. They
were simply waiting every day, they
said, hoping to get paid.

The previously angry Levabu
residents were now filled with em-
pathy and shame at their instinctive
reactions, and Hoffman and Kriel
agreed that people should not be
overly quick to judge others merely
on appearances. They requested that
the newspaper follow up on this issue,
with the hope that, by doing so, help
wiould be forthcoming to the unpaid
and desperate workers.

When the paper finally did manage
to contact ong of these workers on
her cellphone, the newspaper was
informed that all was well as the con-
tractor had now agreed o pay them,
followed by an SMS on 6 November
that they had finally been paid. The
contract has apparently expired for
both the EPWP workers and Levu-
bu. The newspaper will continue
io follow up on the story and try to
contact the contractor. After getting
paid, one of the EPWP workers said
that no further need existed to phone
their employer.

200, stemming from the Growth and
Development Summit (GDS) of 2003, At
the summit, four themes were adopted.
one of which was "More jobs. better jobs,
decent work for all’.

The aim of the programme 15 {0 pro-
vide poverty-and-income relief for the

| azy or victims?

unemploved. They are mostly local, low-
skilled persons. These EPWP workers
are emploved on a temporary or on-going
basis, either by the government, by con-
tractors, or by other non-governmental
organisations under the Mimstenal Con-
ditions of Employment for the EPWP or

leamership employment conditions. Up
October, these EPWP employees earn
REX per day.

Media reports this week, howew
indicated that the Department of Pub
Works has mcreased this daily muinim
wage to R92.31 as of 1 November.

The EPWP programme was The sight of what Levabu residents believed to be a group of municipal workers having a snooze in the shade begun
launched by the government in investigation that, at this poini, appears to point to the non-payment of innocent emplovees. Photo supplied,
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