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The Mthatha High Court was ready for a S|te mépectlo
minister of public works on Friday.

uiill

i IIIIII
'\\ 3

y the

New tawn for nigh court

By ZIYANDA ZWENI
THE Mthatha High Court is belng
revamped.

On Friday, Public Works Minis-
ter Thulas Nxesl1 did a site Inspec-
tion to check on the progress of the
R100 million project at the court
where a number of inmates have
tried to escape.

Nxes1 looked at the security
measures that were installed, in-
cluding CCTV cameras, a control
room and different entrances for
Jjudges and awalting trial prison-
ers.

The entrances have been sepa-
rated by a high bulletproof wall.

The court, which was built in
1986, had leakingroofs, a brokenair
conditioning system and poor secu-
rity.

The 24-month project started last
August and 1s expected to be fin-
1shed by next year.

Nxesl1 sald: “Security was one of
the major concerns court officials
have been complaining about for

more than a decade and now 1t will
be top notch.

“Thereare anumber of buildings
we are upgrading across the coun-
try. We are also building a magis-
trates office in Bhityl. We are look-
lng at what needs to be fast
tracked.”

The most recent incident at the
court happened in October last
vear when a 32-year-old prisoner
was shot while trying to escape.

The revamped courtcomplex has
sixcourtrooms,eight judge’scham-
bers, alibrary, prison cells with se-
cured areas to drop off and pick up
prisoners and administration offi-
ces.

Therenovations willalsoinclude
the repailr and upgrading of water,
sewer and stormwater services and
the repalr of electrical installa-
tions.

The minister met the depart-
ment’s Mthatha regional staff, who
had raised concerns that they were
understatfed.
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